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Main Text:
"Therefore David blessed the Lord in the presence of all the assembly; and David said: Blessed art thou, O Lord the God of Israel our father, forever and ever.  Thine, O Lord is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty; for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all.   Both riches and honor come from thee, and thou rulest over all.  In thy hand are power and might; and in they hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.  And now we thank thee, our God, and praise thy glorious name.  But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able thus to offer willingly?  For all things come from thee and of thy own have we given thee.  For we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as all our fathers were; our days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no abiding.  O Lord our God, all this abundance that we have provided for building thee a house for thy holy name comes from thy hand and is all thy own.  I know, my God, that thou tryst the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness; in the uprightness of my heart I have freely offered all these things, and now I have seen thy people, who are present, offering freely and joyously to thee.  O Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep forever such purposes and thoughts in the hearts of thy people, and direct their hearts toward thee.  Grant to Solomon my son that with a whole heart he may keep thy commandments, they testimonies, and thy statures, performing all, and that he may build the palace for which I have made provisions."









1 Chronicles 29:10-19
1. 1st Chronicles is divided into 2 parts

a. Chapters 1-9 deals with the generations from Adam to the Post Exile

b. Chapters 10-29 deal with David

2. The section about David is divided into 4 parts

a. Chapters 10-12 is about when David becomes King

b. Chapters 13-17 is about David and the ark of the covenant

c. Chapters 18-21 is about the wars that David was involved 

d. Chapters 22-29 is about preparing to build the temple

3. David had a dream

a. He had conquered a lot of territory.  His kingdom was from Egypt to the Euphrates

b. He amassed great amounts of silver and gold.  They were like stones in Jerusalem

c. He built a great palace with cedar that was made by foreign craftsmen

d. Now he wanted to build God a house, but verse 28:3 says, "But God said to me, You are not to build a house for my Name, because you are a warrior and have shed blood."

e. David's life of violence and war was at odds with a house of kindness and peace

4. In Chapter 28 David turns the job over to Solomon

a. The architect plans in verses 11-20

b. The blueprints are from God

5. In chapter 28:20-29:1 David charged that

a. Solomon will not be able to do it by himself because he is young and inexperienced

b. He will need help of all the people to raise the temple

c. But even with help of all the people it was still not possible to build the temple

d. They will need the help of God

6. In chapter 29:1-9 we see that there are 3 groups giving to make the temple possible

a. David has great wealth and he gives it to the Temple construction

b. The leaders are moved by David, then they bring their gifts to out do David

c. Finally the people, the common man brings all their gifts to the temple

d. There are two things worth nothing

7. # 1 - In chapter 29:5 the verse ends with a question

a. "Now who is willing to consecrate himself today to the Lord?

b. The word "consecrate" literally means "fill the hand"

c. The image is one of dipping into the sack of coins and filling their hand

d. Grab as many of the gold coins as you can and put them in the plate

8. # 2 - In chapter 29:9 there are 3 key concepts used 

a. The first is "willingly" - there are not compelled.  There is no tax or levy.  They are not at the point of a sword

b. The second is "whole heart".  All their heart.  No strings, reservations, or regrets

c. The third is "All rejoiced".  It made them feel good, upbeat and a happy time

9. David's prayer is recorded in verses 10-19

a. It is the longest prayer in Chronicles

b. Chapter 29:11 is likely the source of the last line in the Lord's prayer in Matthew 6:13

c. The prayer raises 3 issues that challenge out beliefs

10. # 1 - Everything belongs to God - See Chapter 29:11-12, 14

a. We have trouble with this point

b. It runs counter to our culture

c. We think we own things, that they belong to us

11. But the Bible sees wealth in a big circle

a. God made all things

b. Everything belongs to him

c. But he gives these things to people

d. Then they become renters or borrowers

e. Then we give those same things back to God

f. We give back to him what was his to begin with

12. There is a song that states this doctrine

a. "He's got the whole world in his hands"

b. Let's sing it as it is written, but then let's add a line

c. Sing, "He's got all my money in his hand."

d. That rubs us the wrong way, but it is true

13. # 2 - The world is not our home - Chapter 29:15

a. This is an absolutely amazing line

b. We can understand Abraham saying this because he lived in a tent

c. We can see the Israelites in the wilderness saying this because they lived in the desert

d. We can see the Jews in exile saying this because they lived in captivity

e. We can understand the early church saying this because they lived in persecution

14. Few people in scripture are more comfortable in this world than David

a. He is the king of this huge nation and he lives in a cedar house

b. He has servants to tie his shoes and blow his nose

c. Then he says we are strangers and sojourners

15. This world is not OUR home

a. 1 Peter 2:11 calls Christians, "strangers" and "aliens"

b. It is easy to see 24,000,000 refuges in the world saying that

c. We can understand a cancer patient saying that

d. We can see where children in 3rd world countries saying that

e. But we don't say it, we don't believe it

16. Because we are comfortable

a. We live in a powerful nation and have great houses

b. Machines to do our bidding

17. But the Biblical truth is: "This is not a place to get comfortable"

a. Our goal in life is not bigger houses and better machines

b. Our goal is not more affluence and more comfort

c. Our goal is heaven

d. The song, " This world is not my home:, I'm just a passing through.  My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue.  The angels beckon me from heaven's open door, And I can't feel at home in this world anymore."

e. It is hard to believe that sitting in comfort, but it is true

18. # 3 - Giving leads to joy - See Chapter 29:17b

a. That is not the way we think about giving

b. The most common complaint about religion in the USA is that, "they are always asking for money"

c. Many of us are reluctant givers, stingy givers, bitter givers

d. That is not the way it is suppose to be.  Giving should lead to joy

19. We are so sensitive about giving that we often tell guests that are with us, "don't give"

a. That's not biblical.  The Bible tells us all to give

b. We have no right to tell any guests among us not to give

c. Because it will deprive him of great joy

d. I know we are thinking that we will pay bills at our own house

e. But let's not pull God's giving down to that level

f. Giving is worship, it is homage

g. We should invite all our guests to give to enter into that joy

20. The problem is that we don't experience much of that joy, GIVING MAKE US

a. Afraid we will be poor

b. Wonder if the money will be well used

c. Focus on what we don't have

d. That is not the purpose of giving.  Giving is to lead to joy

e. Song, "He has made me glad".  Think about the message of this song

f. That joy and gladness is what God wants you to have when you give

21. Now the big question

a. Why do we have trouble admitting it is all God's?

b. What can we do to feel like strangers and aliens?

c. How can I feel joy when I give?  

d. There are 4 deeper points from this prayer

22. # 1 - We are like God when we give

a. Chapter 29:16 tells us about 2 givers

b. God who gives us all

c. David and I who imitate God in giving it back

23. God is a giving God

a. He gave the Garden of Eden to Adam and Eve

b. He gave blessings and the land to Abraham

c. He gave freedom to the slaves

d. He gave Palestine to the Israelites

e. He gave us the Son, who gave us the cross

f. He gave us Scripture, Prayer and the Church

g. He gave us the Bible which is the story of a giving God

24. So when we give, we are like God

a. Most of us miss that point when the collection plate comes around

b. Because we have more of a sense of paying our way

c. We feel like we have to give support to that church or that ministry

d. But giving is more fundamental than that

e. When you put your hand above the plate and let go of the cash

f. When you put your pen to the check and sign your name

g. You are being like God, you are doing in your life what God does in his

25. We tend to elevate other moments

a. When a person baptizes another person, they are like God

b. When we show concern for a person in pain or grief, we are like God

c. When we spend an hour in prayer, we are doing what Jesus did

d. All that is true, but so is giving

26. When you gave this morning, think of God giving

a. When you let go of the cash, think of how God let go of his Son, putting him in the plate

b. Whey you wrote that check, think of how God let you cash in on his creation

# 2 - Joyful / Generous giving grows from dependency

27. Chapter 29:14

a. "Who am I?" is David speaking

b. David says, "All that I have is from God"

c. Generosity from humility is New Testament pride

28. Wealth generates pride

a. Let's say you get some money

b. You look at the stock portfolio after the market is up 200 points

c. You just got an inheritance from a rich uncle

d. You just got your first paycheck and you are staring at every number

e. What do you feel?  You might feel pride and self sufficiency

29. What God does to take away that pride?

a. Look at 29:17.  Wealth is a test

b. God has given you that stock, that inheritance paycheck

c. It is a test, an exam, a trail an investigation

30. Look at 2 Corinthians 8:8-9

a. Paul tells the Corinthians that giving is a test

b. It is a test of our sincerity

31. Here is what God is thinking

a. I wonder where Harold Shank's heart is?  Is he whole hearted for me?

b. I'll give him some money.  What will Harold do with this money?

c. Will he respond with integrity, honesty and see that it is from me?

d. Will he pretend it is his and believe this greatest lie of the entire world?

32. If you feel it is yours

a. You will give like a miser, you will give what's extra, you will be bitter

b. You will not have any joy in what you put in

33. If you believe it is God's

a. You will know that there's more where that came from, that you are just the delivery man

b. When you pass it on to others, you will find great joy

34. We Americans have a real problem with self-sufficiency

a. We have a pull yourself up by the bootstraps mentality

b. Where there is a will, there is a way

c. There is nothing we can't do if we put our minds to it

d. The bottom line is ….We don't really need God

35. The great wealth in this congregation is a test

a. We are not having a drive for a Special Contribution, there is no elder making an announcement

b. We are not doing a capital campaign, there is no hidden agenda

c. The wealth you have is a test.  It is not a one time test, but a daily test

d. God is probing your heart.  The more money you have the more he probes

e. There are two answers.  One is humility and one is pride

36. # 3 - Wealth is to be distributed, not consumed (29:18)

a. King David was praying for you.  "Keep forever such purposes in the hearts of your people

b. What happens here is to be repeated in all God's people

c. These people gave freely

d. They did not hoard, they did not consume, they gave

37. Psalm 112 - Perhaps we should read it at every service for a year

a. It is written to people God has blessed with wealth.  

b. "Wealth and riches are in his house; and his righteousness endures forever"

c. These verses model generosity

d. "It is well with the man who deals generously and lends, who conducts his affairs with justice

e. This is a reminder that wealth is for distribution, not consumption

f. "He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures for ever; his horn is exalted in honor."

38. John Mark Hicks explains this with a triangle

a. God is at the top, Belief is at one bottom angle, and others are at the other bottom angle

b. God gives us wealth.  The money comes from the top to us

c. Then we give to others.  The money crosses the bottom

d. Then others give praise to God.  God gets back what he wants

39. # 4 - God directs our hearts if we let him (29:19)

a. Solomon was not generous on his own accord

b. David prays that God would change his heart and make him generous

40. Sing the Song, "Revive us again"

a. Revival is not something we do, it is something that is done to us

b. The song reflects this text

c. Ask God to send fire from above

41. God seeks you out

a. Like a hound dog tracking our scent

b. He is out looking for our open hearts

