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Main Text: “I appeal to you therefore, brethern, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may prove what is the will of God, what is gooad and acceptable and perfect.  For by the grace given to me I bid every one among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to thik with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith which God has assigned him.  For as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.










Romans 12: 1-5

1. Perpetua was a native North African during the Roman Empire

a. She was 22 years old when put in prison for becoming a Christian

b. Two times her father came to beg her to renounce her faith

c. He was from a noble, rich, well connected family

d. But she would not reject the Lord

e. Finally they took Perpetua to the Roman arena

f. When the animals bloodied Pertetua the crowd objected

g. They didn’t want to see a woman die that way

h. She was taken from the arena and beheaded

2. This is an inspiring story

a. I admire her courage

b. I appreciate her high standards

c. I am impressed by her total commitment

d. I am moved by her sacrifice

3. The story makes me wonder, WHAT IF

a. It happened now instead of then

b. It happened here instead of there

c. It was a son instead of a daughter

d. Instead of a noble’s son, it was my son?

e. My 20 year old son, not his 22 year old daughter

4. What would I have done?  WOULD I HAVE

a. Visited him in prision and talked him out of it?

b. Pleaded with him to change his mind?

c. Said, “Don’t waste your life, or

d. “Go with God, die now but live forever

5. The answers to those questions bother me

a. I am embarassed to tell you my response

b. Wouldn’t it be better for Perpetua to live than to die?

c. Isn’t her life more important than her death?

d. What a waste to let a 22 year old die for Christ

6. In the late 1980’s the USSR invaded Afghanistan

a. There was fear in the US that American troops would be sent in

b. A reporter was interviewing students at Princeton

c. One student said that the people in Afghanistan were not worth dying for

d. Then he added, “There’s nothing worth dying for.”

7. The problem is that we all die

a. We either die for something, or we die for nothing

b. Our life either stands for something, or it ends up standing for nothing

8. Romans 12:1-2 is a troubling passage on this topic

a. It mentions the word, “Sacrifice” and presenting bodies as living sacrifices

b. This brings us Cain and  Abel, and Noah after the flood

c. Abraham at Shechem, Jacob at Bethel

d. Moses at the Tabernacle, David at the temple

e. Animals cut up and burned on an alter

9. But also it brings up Perpetua

a. It brings up all those who have given their lives in the past

b. David Barret, a scholar and researcher says that

c. 330,000 people lose their lives each year because of their faith

d. This brings up in me the question, “Am I willing to be a sacrifice?”

10. The words in Romans are familiar ones.  Note Romans 12:1-2

a. This is a high expectation passage.  High standards of Christian faith

b. The bar doesn’t get much higher than this total commitment text

c. What does it mean?  How does it play out?

11. Two images make up the book of Romans

12.
Romans – Chapters 1-11 is image # 1

a. Imagine a pile of stones with wood on top and a fire burning

b. People are standing around.  Lambs and cows are penned up near by

c. This is an alter of burnt offering.  There are stones stained with blood

d. God comes along with his son, Jesus

e. God puts Jesus on top of the fire and offers him as a sacrifice

12. If there is one image that dominates Romans 1-11, it is that one

a. Romans 1:16 – The gospel is the death, burial, and ressurection of Jesus

b. Romans 3:23-25 reads sacrifice

c. Romans 5:8 – reads sacrifice

d. Romans 6:10 – reads sacrifice

13. By sacrificing Jesus he

a. Frees us from our sin

b. Clears the way so we can be friends with him

c. Pays the penality we owed

d. Image # 1 is Jesus on top of the fire

14. Romans 12-16 is image # 2

a. Same stones, wood, fire, altar and crowd

b. Jesus is on top of the altar as the sacrifice.  God is standing near by

c. Now God asks me to crawl up on top of Jesus

d. I put my body on the fire as a living sacrifice

e. I crawl up on the back of Jesus

f. What does that mean?  Romans 12 tells us 3 things about it

15. # 1 – It is a living sacrifice

a. The animal died one time.  That was it

b. This is a living sacrifice

c. A sacrifice that goes on sacrificing

d. Not just done one time, but a way of life

16. # 2 – It is a holy sacrifice

a. Not in a moral sense of being a good one

b. But a sacrifice that is given totally to God

c. We don’t just sacrifice our hand and keep everything else

d. We don’t just put our foot on the fire

e. But we throw our whole body on the fire

17. # 3 – It is acceptable to God

a. This word is used 2 times in Romans 12:1-2

b. It means to please God

c. Not to please me.  Not to please the world

d. Not conformed to what I want.  Not conformed to what the world wants

e. But done according to what God wants

18. What is this saying?

a. God sacrificed Jesus for us.  Now calls us to sacrifice ourselves for him

b. Once we decide to follow him, our lives are his

c. We have put ourselves on the fire

d. We have become a living sacrifice

e. We have given all of ourselves to him

f. Our lives are to please him

19. When we forget that, we cease to be a living sacrifice

a. When we make decisions without considering whether it is pleasing to God

b. We have pulled ourselves off the altar

c. When we take actions without thinking is that what God wants

d. We climb down off that altar

e. How do we do that?

20. I find myself making decision and taking actions

a. Not based on what is pleasing to God, but what is in it for me

b. Not thinking what can I give, but what can I get

21. Hear church members talk

a. “I don’t go on Wednesday night because there’s nothing there for me”

b. “I don’t go on Sunday night because there’s nothing there for me”

c. “I didn’t like that service because there’s nothing there for me”

d. “I didn’t like that sermon because there’s nothing there for me”

e. “I didn’t sign up for that ministry because there’s nothing there for me”

f. “I don’t get much out of reading the Bible because there’s nothing there for me”

22. People in the world come to church asking what’s in it for me

a. I understand that.  We have to be prepared for that

b. But if I have put myself on that altar, that’s no longer the question

c. I am a living sacrifice.  It is what is pleasing to God, not me

23. Leonard Sweet teaches in Dayton, Ohio

a. A student was assigned a task, but didn’t want to do it because there wasn’t anything in it for him

b. Sweet heard the student complaining to his friend

c. The friend said, “The world’s a better place because Michaelangelo didn’t’ say, ‘I don’t do ceilings”

d. The comment struck Sweet and he wrote this poem

1. The world is a better place because Moses didn’t say, “I don’t’ do Pharaohs or Mass Migrations.”

2. The world is a better place because Noah didn’t’ say, “I don’t’do arks and animals.”

3. The world is a better place because Rahab didn’t’ say, “ I don’t do enemy spies.”

4. The world is a better place because Ruth didn’t say, “I don’t do mothers in laws.”

5. The world is a better place because David didn’t say, “I don’t do giants.”

6. The world is a better place because Peter didn’t say, “I don’t do Gentiles.”

7. The world is a better place because Mary didn’t say, “I don’t do virgin births.”

8. The world is a better place because Paul didn’t say, “I don’t do correspondence.”

9. The world is a better place because Mary Magdalene didn’t say, “ I don’t do feet.”

10. The world is a better place because Jesus didn’t’ say, “I don’t do crosses.”

24. William Borden, the heir to Borden Dairy estates

a. Graduated from High School in Chicago was a millionaire

b. Graduated from Yale with excellent training

c. Decided to take a trip around the world to decide what to give his life to

d. He went to Asia, Europe, the Middle East and saw hurting people

e. He decided to give his life, not to making money, but to world missions

25. He made his commitment and bought a Bible

a. He wrote “No reserves”

b. He turned down high paying jobs and refused to use his fortune for himself

c. Later he added two more word, “No retreats”

d. Once he commited himself, he was not going to flee like a bird to its nest

e. He ended up working in Europe.  He contracted meningitis and died within one month

f. When his family opened his Bible they found 6 words

g. “No reserves, No retreats, No regrets”

26. William Borden put himself on an altar

a. One he did that all decisions were made

b. A living sacrifice, wholly to God, pleasing to him

27. Perhaps the greatest challenge in my life to sacrifice is time

a. We have made being busy a god

b. I can get out of doing almost anything by saying, “I’m busy”

c. Seminar speakers tell us to just tell people, “No, I’m busy”

28. We hear it all the time, I’M TOO BUSY TO

a. Read my Bible, yet they watch one hour of TV every day

b. Pray, yet talk 2 hours a day on a cell phone

c. Think about that spiritual commitment, yet took time to get tickets to the Orpheum and restaurant for dinner

d. Work in Sunday School, or help with Sunday School, to read to a child, or come to church more than one hour

29. People in the world come to church saying, “I’m a busy person, let’s get this over with

a. I understand that the world is a busy place

b. The world has made a god out of being busy

c. But if I have put myself on he altar, that question has already been decided

30. Paul Laurence Dunbar was the son of former slaves

a. He operated an elevator and wrote poetry in his spare time

b. He is recognized as one of America’s great black poets

c. He writes

The Lord had a job for me, but I had so much to do

I said, “You get somebody else, or wait til I get through

I didn’t know how the Lord came out, but he seemed to get along

But I felt kind of sneakin like, knowed I’d done God wrong

One day  needed the Lord, needed him right away

But he never answered me at all, I could hear him say

Down in my accusin hear: ‘Brother, I’ve got to much to do

You get somebody else, or wait til I get through

Now, when the Lord he have a job for me, I never tries to shirk

I drops whatever I have on hand and doesn the good Lord’s work

And my affairs can run along, or wait till I get through

Nobdy else can do the work, that God marked out for you

31. There’s an altar

a. Jesus is on it next to the fire

b. When we follow Jesus we climb on top

32. Sometimes we may feel that it’s a waster

a. I felt that way about Perpetua, what a waste of life

b. But a living sacrifice is never wasted by God

c. Only when we become a living sacrifice that god can do great things through us

d. As long as we stand beside the altar we hinder the work of God in us

33. Persecutions of people like Perpetua took place under Diocletian

a. This Roman emperor determined to destroy the Christian faith

b. He cut out the tongues of Christians, boiled them in oil, and threw them in the sea

c. He imprisoned preachers, murdered women like Perpetua and burned books

d. He finally erected a column that read

e. Extincta Nomina Christianorum

f. This is Latin for “The name of Christ is now extinct”

34. Because of the sacrifice of people like Perpetua, whose faith did not die

a. Diocletian did not win

b. The column was not correct

c. Within 14 years the next Roman emperor became a Christian

d. Christianty became the religion of the empire

35. William Barclay writes about Monk Telemachus

a. He lived a holy life in the desert where he prayed and fasted, but finally concluded he was selfish, not selfless

b. He went to Rome to serve people.  When he arrived he was caught up in a grand parade that ended at the coliseum’s gladitorial games

c. He was apalled at the killing of each other for entertainment, so he finally jumped into the arena

d. The appearance of an old frail man in hermits rags on the floor of the colseium amazed the crowds.  The fighters stopped

e. The crowds yelled, “Let the games go one.”  The huge gladiator pushed him aside

f. Telemachus rushwe between the fighers.  They pushed him away.  The crowd yelled insults and said, “Kill him, Kill him”

g. The gladiator looked at the commander of the games.  He got the nod.  The sword flashed and Telemachus was dead

h. The crowd grew silent.  People began to leave

i. History records there was never another gladiatroal game in the Roman Colsieum

