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Main Text:

1. A good friend of mine was killed in a car accident in August 2002

a. He and his wife met friends at a restaurant

b. He left in his car and pulled out into the street

c. Into the path of a car which hit the driver’s door

d. My friend died in that accident

2. `He died becaue of inches and seconds IF HE HAD

a. Pulled out slower

b. Or turned his head 1 inch farther

c. Or waited one second to pull out

d. Or looked one second longer

e. So close, but so far away

3. Life is like that – So close ut so far away

a. Lightning stikes one person, not the next person

b. Two people share life.  One gets cancer, not another

c. A person getsw shot and within one millimeter the bullet would have missed his heart and lived

d. The company hired the top three people, you were number four

e. People with scores above 93 get an “A”, but you had a 92

f. The first thousand people get free Redbirds shirts, you are 1001

g. So close but so far away

4. Fiding God falls into the same category – TWO PEOPLE

a. One is close to him, the other misses him althogether

b. In the same pew, one experiences God, the other does not experience God

c. In the same family, one know God, another doesn’t know God

d. Search for God, one find him and another does not

e. So close but so far away

5. 2 Timothy deals with this issue

a. Pauls is not far from physical death

b. He says, “The time of my departure has come.”

c. He is not leaving to another ity, but leaving the world

d. Like my friend, Paul was ot far away from hi slast breath

6. The issue of 2 Toimothry is not physical life, but spiritual life

a. Paul is concerned that Timothy stafy close to God

b. People can e so close to God, yet be far away

7. The book is filled with people who are so close but so far away

a. Chapter 1:15 mention Phygelus and Hermogenes

b. Chapter 2:14 describel people who argue about religious words, but are far from God

c. Chapter 2:17 descripbe Hymenaeus and Philetus

d. Chapter 2:23 describe people who get caught up in stupid sensless controversaries and quarells

e. Chapter 4:9 describe Demos

f. Chapter 4:14 mentioned Alexander the coppersmith

8. We may not know any on the list:  They are so close but so far away

a. Paul sat next to them on a pew inches away

b. Pal experienced God , they were not

9. A long paragraph on this issue is fond in Chpater 3:1-7

a. It is about peopoel who miss God, folks who never experience God

b. Chapter 3:5 describes someone who holds to a form of religion, but deny the power of it

c. They apper to experience God, but do not, so close yet so far away

d. Chapter 3:7 describes listening to anybody, but never arriving at truth

10. In 2 Timonthy Paul tells Timothy to experience God by looking at scriputre

a. He does it in Chapter 1:13-14; 2:15; 3:14-17; 3:16 and following

11. The word “inspired” literally means “God breathed”

a. The words in scriputre are words from God

b. The thoughts in scripture are thoughts from God

c. When we get into scripture we hear the breathing of God

12. It reminds us of the power of God’s breathing in scripture

a. Genesis 1 – God spoke the word and the universe appeared

b. In Genesis 2 – God breathed into clay and an image and humanity formed

c. 2 Timothy 3 – God breaths into words and they become life

13. God breathes into words called scripture

a. Scripture is able to instruct us for salvation

b. Scripture leads us to faith in Christ

c. Scriptue teaches and corrects and trains us

d. Scriputre makes us complete and equipped people of God

14.
Scripture is God breathed - 
WE SHOULD EXPECT TO

a. Encounter God in scripture

b. Hear his breathing

c. Meet the master

d. Move from where we are to where he is

14. There are two levels of Scripture

15. First level is Information

a. Reading words to understand

b. Seeking the meaning of what is said

c. That’s the frong porch

d. That is the means, not the end

16. The second level is Transormatoin WHERE THE BREATH OF GOD

a. Gives us life

b. Changes and transforms our lives

c. Makes us into complete people of God

d. Takes us from where we are to his presence

17. Information involves reading

a. Many people do not like to read

b. Some people have physical problem tht keep them from reading

c. Others want information orally and visually

d. They find themselves rejecting scripute because of its reading

18. But transformation involves the power of words – THESE WORDS

a. Are breathed by God

b. Came from the mind of God

c. Are the means that God uses to equip us spiritually

d. Have power

19. Scriputre goes beyond information to transformation

a. It is not the nuber of words that makes scripture powerful

b. But the source of those word that makes scriputre powerful

c. It is not about how many books are in the Bible

d. But how much of God’s breath is in this book

e. Scriptur is not an end, but a means to an end

f. Scriptur is not God, but a way to God

g. Scriptur is not the goal, but a way to get to the goal

20. I have 2 pieces of writing

a. One is the Commerical Appeal newspaper

b. The other is a love letter from Sally

c. Both have words and sentences and paragraphs an follow certain rules of grammar

d. But these two documents are not the same

21. The commercial appeal is for information

a. News, scores, stocks, deaths

b. Marriages, crimes, real estate transfers

22. A love letter is a transformation

a. Being loved by another human being changes us

b. Thees words givde me blessing and hope

c. It makes me a better person and gives me motivation

23. But scripture is more than a love letter

a. It is from God who give slfe and crates life and breaths life

b. Scripture leads to transformation becaue it leasds to God who is life

24. There was one time in my life when I won an athletic trophy

a. It may surprise some of you who thnk of me as a great athlete

b. The only time was in Junior High Christian Camp

c. They had swimming Olympics and I entere several events

d. One even wasw underwater swimming.  They had an Olypmic size pool

e. I dove in and swam under water in one breath

f. I swam the lentht of the pool, turned around under waterh and swam back

g. Nobdoly else could swim are far under water as I could

h. They gave mea plastic trophy

i. I never got a triopy case, because I only had one trophy

25. But I remember the last 25 feet

a. I wanted to come up

b. I wanted to give up

c. I needed to breath 

d. Even thoug I had inhaled deeply

e.  Even thoug hai had carefully exhaled as ai swam  under wather

f. Those last few feet were painful

g. I wanted to breath 

h. I wanted air

26. Most of us want spirutal air just like I wanted Oxgen

a. We want to hear God’s breathing

b. We want that salvation, that transformation

27. Coming up for air is not hard

a. All I had to do in the pool was surface and breath

b. All yo uhavf to do is surface and breath

c. Let me suggest 4 steps

28. Step # 1 – Read

a. Slowly, gently, not much.  It is not a race.  There is no goal

b. Read like you are reading a love letter

29. Step # 2 – Repeat

a. Take a word or phrase that strikes you durig th reading

b. Read it repeatedly

c. Repeat it over in your mind

d. Let it sink in

30. Step # 3 – Respond

a. What emotions, thoughts, images and concerns is God raising

b. Listen to yourself and respond, speak outloud and write it down

31. Step # 4 – Rest

a. God has breathed into you. Let his breath work

b. Rest is the hardest part

c. Don’t rush to do something.  Don’t memorize

d. Let God work on you soul

32. Raply Stutzman was an elder in my childhood church

a. I used to workd for the Stutzmans on a potato farm

b. Ralphy was a kind and gentl man who often encouraged me

c. In June 2000, Ralph was out in the field and was tun gby a bee

d. He had an allergic reaction that kept him from breathing

e. There was air all around Ralph everywhere

f. But the reacion cut off the air flow

g. Ralph Stuzman died in that field where I worked as a child

33. Thre are bees all around us that give us allergic reactions

a. The bee of busyness, doubt, temptation, guilt and anger

b. Thes ebees sting us and we have this allegoric reaction

c. Ritht nex tto us is the breath of God

d. But we can’t get it and we start to dies spiritually

34. So close but yet so far away

a. God is all around us

b. In scriputre we hear the breeatthign of God

c. But so many of us are choking for lack of air

d. We are gasping fo rreal life

e. The attitudes are smoothing us and strungleing us

f. Theings we do daily ust gag us ansd we are suffocating

35. What God want is to give you life

a. To teach you all things you need to know

b. To provide gentle correction and reproof

c. To equip you and to make you a complete person

d. He want you to breathe the breath of life

