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Main Text:
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasure on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  The eye is the lamp of the body.  So, if your eye is sound, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is not sound, your whole body will be full of darkness.  If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!  No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and mammon.”










Matthew 6:19-24

1. Wall Street is a few miles away

a. Facts

b. This reminds me of two conversations this past summer

2. Conversation # 1 – I spent 6 weeks on E.H. Ijams

a. E.H. Ijams was making a major decision in his life

b. He was thinking about giving up a secure job to go into the ministry

c. The thing that helped him to it was the example of another man

3. A.M. Burton was the President of Life &Casulty Insurance Company

a. Burton’s grandson was the minister at Highland Street Church of Christ and the Christian Student Center

b. He became a wealthy man.  He sold millions of dollars of insurance, but never took his eye off of God

c. He was famous for the way that he treated his employees

d. He wrote books of devotional thoughts for his workers

e. He bought a radio station to advertise his insurance, but he had another reason for buying the station

f. He gave free radio time to his congregation

4. They started a daily radio broadcast

a. It went on for decades

b. So many people listened to it.  It was on in every house

c. The postman walked door to door delivering mail

d. He would not miss one single word of the radio program

5. All of that happened because of one generous man

a. He could have built his own nest egg

b. Instead he gave money away

6. Conversation # 2 happened on July 3 in Pennsylvania with a high school friend

a. We graduated 35 years ago

b. We talked about school days, health, children and jobs

7. The conversation turned to possessions

a. He showed me an expensive ring and Rolex watch and label suit

b. I watched him get out of an expensive trendy car

c. His business was highly successful

d. He talked about single digit numbers, five thousand, eight thousand.

e. I realized he meant millions 

f. He gave details about employees, sales, contracts

8. He then smiled and pointed at a ring, a moment of candor between old friends

a. He said, “If you have money, you might as well spend it”

b. And, “If you want it, you might as well buy it.”

9. These two conversations could not have been more different

a. A memory and a real life

b. Generous and greedy

c. Thinking of others and thinking of self

d. Burton was rich, but thought mostly of others

e. Harold Shank’s friend was rich, but thought mostly of self

10. These two conversations raised deep issues for me

a. How do I become more like one and not like the other?

b. What makes a person become an A.M. Burton?  What leads to become like Harold Shank’s friend?

c. The two conversations took me back to Matthew 6

d. Jesus puts the issue in 3 sets of 2

11. Matthew 6:19-20 discuss 2 treasures

a. It does not matter what your earthly possession is, it is vulnerable

b. A trendy car will rust.  A designer suit will rot.  A Rolex watch can be stolen

c. Treasures in heaven allow me to become immune from all of that.  It is the safest place to put life

d. A M Burton put treasure in heaven.  Harold Shank’s Friend put treasures on earth

12. Matthew 6:22-23 – 2 Eyes

a. The good eye is the Jewish way of saying: generous

b. The generous soul has the brightest light on the inside

c. The bad eye is miserly and tight.  He is stingy and has a dark heart

d. When it gets dark, he can’t see straight

e. A. M. Burton has a good eye.  Harold Shank’s Friend has a bad eye

13. Matthew 6:24 – 2 Masters

a. Mammon is dollars, wealth, possessions and success

b. Mammon may be an outdated word, but a relevant issue 

c. Jesus insists that it is impossible to serve 2 masters if one of them is money

d. A M Burton served God.  Harold Shank’s friend is serving mammon

14. What is there here that helps me become the person I want to be?

a. How can I be a generous person?

b. How can I trust God more than my money?

c. How can I see God more than success?

15. The last text always puzzles me.  Why can’t I serve God and mammon?

a. I have heard all of the comparisons:  YOU CAN’T ride two horses at the same time.

b. You can’t stretch two bows at once

c. One child can’t have 2 mothers

d. A slave can’t be owned by two men

e. Some comparisons work the other way

f. One father can love 2 children

g. One child can love 2 parents

h. A person who loses a spouse to death and remarries ends up loving 2 spouses

i. So why can’t I serve God and mammon?

16. All is the nature of God

a. God is an all or nothing God

b. Just as he is an all or nothing God, he calls for all or nothing obedience

c. If he were a 50% God perhaps he could call for 50% of me

d. He is an all or nothing God.  You find it all through the Bible

17. God created humankind, Male and Female, beginning with Adam and Eve

a. He created us in his image

b. How much of his image are we created in?

c. How many pixels per inch?

d.  When the Father was creating us, did he put his hand on Jesus hand

e. Did he say, “Son, that’s enough of our image, we don’t want to go that far

f. Did the Holy Spirit think, “I’ve put 5.7% of God’s image in this woman, that’s probably enough

g. Did the Father say, “I’ll put all my image in Adam, but Seth only gets 50%

h. Read Genesis 1:26, there is no small print

18. THERE IS NO

a. Limitation, hesitation, restriction, borders, restraints

b. We are in the image of Almighty God. No question.  All of nothing God

19. God gave us dominion over the earth and told us to subdue it

a. There is no land area marked “restricted”

b. There is no sign that says, “Authorized divine personnel only”

c. God didn’t’ say you can have dominion over everything except the Indian Ocean

d. You can investigate it all except polio

e. You can subdue everything except the great white whale

20. THERE IS NO

a. Limitation, hesitation, restriction, borders, restraints

b. God gave us dominion and power.  No question. All or nothing God

21. God told Abraham: “Through you I will bless everybody on earth.”

a. There are no ethnic groups that fall outside that boundary

b. There are no exceptions to the boundary.  Not all except people in Western Canada

c. NO!  Blessings only to those who include a Saturday night stay

d. But only comes with a limited power train warranty

22. THERE IS NO

a. Limitation, hesitation, restriction, borders, restraints

b. God gave blessings.  No question.  All or nothing God

23. God sent his son Jesus to live among us

a. Jesus didn’t get a call that said, “it is time for you to come home, son.”

b. No angel that grabbed him for a weekend in heaven when he was 8

24. WHEN GOD SAW

a. The soldiers whipping him, GOD DID NOT SAY, “okay that’s enough”

b. The Romans slamming nails into his wrist, GOD DID NOT SAY, “Gabriel, bring him home.”

c. The crowd mocking him, GOD DID NOT SAY, “He’s suffered enough.”

d. Jesus struggling to breathe our dirty air, GOD DID NOT SAY, “There is no point in going on any longer.”

e. Jesus die on a human cross at human hands for human sin, GOD DID NOT SAY, “No more.”

25. THERE IS NO

a. Limitation, hesitation, restriction, borders, restraints

b. God gave his son.

c. No question.  

d. All of nothing God

26. One day God loved you

a. God had to decide how much he was going to love you

b. God decided to love you with all his heart, soul and mind

27. One day God saved you

a. God had to decide how long that salvation would last

b. God decided to save you for all eternity, life without end

28. One day God decided to hear your prayer

a. God had to decide how many of your prayers he would hear

b. God decided to hear every one, every single word

29. One day God decided to give you spiritual potential

a. He had to decide how much spiritual potential to put in you

b. God decided that you could be godly

30. One day God decided to make you like him

a. God had to decide exactly how holy you could become

b. God decided you could be as holy as he was holy

31. The reality is

a. Success did not create me, God did

b. Mammon did not give me dominion God did

c. Earthly treasures did not pay for blessing, God did

d. Success doesn’t have keys to heaven, God does

32. When we understand God

a. The question is not can I serve two masters

b. The question is how can I not serve this God

c. The question is not can I stock pile Treasures in Eternity and Treasures on Earth

d. The question is how can I not serve this God

33. Matthew 6:24

a. We think that text is about what we CAN’T so

b. We think it calls us to be poor and unsuccessful

c. From our point of view this is an impossible text

d. But this text is actually about what we CAN do

34. This text is about a GOD WHO BELIEVES

a. In us, that we can lay up treasures in heaven

b. That we can be generous

c. That we can love God more than money

35. We live in a CAN’T world, WE THINK

a. Some people can’t be godly

b. Some young men will never worship God

c. People will never put their treasures in heaven

d. Teenage girls will never give up on mammon

e. Families will never have a good eye

36. But Jesus clearly says it is possible to serve God, JESUS BELIEVED THAT ANYBODY
a. Could lay up treasures in heaven

b. Could see straight

c. Could despise mammon and worship only God

37. Jesus said all that is possible

a. Every single person has potential to become godly

b. All young men can worship God

c. All people can put all their treasures in heaven

d. Every family can develop a good eye

38. Isaiah was in the temple

a. It was filled with smoke

b. The foundations were moving like an earthquake

c. Loud voices echoed off the walls

d. Isaiah said, “God is on the throne, high and lifted up.”  He saw God

39. Around God are Seraphim

a. What are Seraphim?  We don’t know

b. They have 6 wings, can fly, talk and do theology

40. The Seraphim repeat one thing about God, HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

a. The Seraphim fly up, look at God and fly back to Isaiah and say, HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

b. The Separhim go through smoke to the throne of God and come back and say, “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

c. What are they saying?

41. Holy means that God is totally different from anything we know

a. Higher than high……….deeper than deep

b. Stronger than strong………purer than pure

c. Mightier than mighty……….more majestic than majestic

42. HE IS NOT LIKE

a. Anybody on Wall Street………..any CEO, CFO, CAO

b. American, European

c. Any actor, novelist, statesman

43. THIS GOD IS NOT ANYTHING LIKE

a. The Egyptian Sun God, The Mesopotamian River God, The Canaanite Fertility God, The Greek Messenger God, The Roman God of Love, The Communistic God of the State, The Wall Street God of Money, The Hollywood God of Pleasure, the God of Whatever

