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Main Text:
“Then the earth reeled and rocked, the foundation of the heavens trembled and quaked, because he was angry.  Smoke went up from his nostrils, and devouring fire from his mouth; glowing coals flamed forth from him.  He bowed the heavens, and came down; thick darkness was under his feet.  I was blameless before him, and I kept myself from guilt.  Therefore the Lord has recompensed me according to my righteousness, according to my cleanness in his sight.  Yea, thou art my lamp, O Lord, and my God lightens my darkness.  Yea, by thee I can crush a troop and by my God I can leap over a wall.  This God- his way is perfect; the promise of the Lord proves true; he is a shield for all those who take refuse in him.”  









2 Samuel 22:8-10, 24-25, 29-31.”
1. 
The United Kingdom was Israel’s classical age.  There were 3 kings


a.
Saul, who was tall, a fierce soldier, who was moody and disobedient


b.
David was handsome, a shepherd boy, a giant killer, committed the sin with Bathsheba and killed Uriah, her husband


c.
Solomon was a builder, a lady’s man, and possessed great wisdom and wrote Proverbs

2.
Of the 3 famous kings, which was a worshiper?


a.
That is easy.  It was David, the sweet singer of Israel


b.
The one who danced before the ark of the Covenant


c.
The king who was so intent upon building the temple


d.
The writer of Psalms.  73 of the 150 Psalms are attributed to David

3.
Why was David a worshiper?  WHY DID HE


a.
Praise while Saul mopped


b.
Worship while Solomon thought philosophy

4.
Most of us had some question about people around us


a.
We all know people we might call worshipers


b.
They seem to desire worship more than we do


c.
They fall into worship like some of us fall asleep

5.
Why is Worship so easy for some, and hard for others?



a.
What did God give them, the did didn’t give me?


b.
Why am I moody like Saul and not praising like David?


c.
Why am I a builder like Solomon and not a worshiper like David?

6.
The story of David’s life closes with 2 psalms


a.
2 Samuel 2:23 are the final words of David.  His last words were psalms to God


b.
2 Samuel 2:22 records the worship David offered after delivered from King Saul

7.
2 Samuel 22 has a strange setting


a.
Saul dies in 1 Samuel 31.  2 Samuel 22-23, chapters later, is the end of David’s life


b.
2 Samuel 22 is Psalms 18.  Why does it appear 2 times in the Bible?


c.
It is most strange that 2 Samuel 22 has 3 distinct sections, almost like 3 Psalms


d.
Many people have trouble answering these questions

8.
What happens if we take 2 Samuel 22 and examine how David worships


a.
Perhaps we can become a worshiper by learning from a man who loved to worship


b.
Look at the 3 parts to see what they say about worship


c.
During the study, I will ask you to underline 3 lines


d.
These 3 lines may help us understand worship

9.
Part 1 is verses 2-20 (Read 2-4)


a.
David used 10 metaphors to describe God


b.
His favorite one is a rock


c.
We don’t see much similarity between God and a rock


d.
The rock is dead, not alive.  The rock is at the bottom of creation, not the top


e.
Why would David call God a rock

10.
As a sophomore in College I spent the summer in Israel


a.
On weekends I traveled to areas where David lived


b.
One thing you see everywhere is rocks.  The country is one big rock pile

11.
Perhaps David is thinking that about God


a.
Everywhere he looked he saw God


b.
God is EVERYWHERE in every event, in every person, in every day


c.
So God is a rock.  He is everywhere

12.
Listen to verses 5-6.....describing chaos in his life


a.
Much of verses 2-20 describe chaos


b.
We may not have been in the same situation as David, but we know chaos


c.
Most of us went through chaos just to get to church


d.
Life is chaotic, in fact, it is the chaos of life that keeps us from worship

13.
Verses 7-10


a.
In the middle of his chaos, David called to God and God answered


b.
Then David turns to a theophany


c.
A theophany is a graphic description of God appearing on earth


d.
Here God leaves heaven and the earth quakes, smokes comes from his nostrils, and God comes

14.
What is David saying?  How is this worship?  What can we learn?


a.
Underline “He bowed the heavens and came down” - 2 Samuel 22:10a


b.
The Hebrews imagined that heaven had curtains


c.
When they looked at heaven, the curtains closed


d.
Then suddenly David saw a hand that came thru where the curtains met


e.
Then another hand and the hands pulled back the curtains, and bowed them


f.
Through the opening stepped God himself.  He’s coming.  He’s coming to earth

15.
Part one is about becoming a worshiper.  Began with a confession that God is in charge


a.
That’s what David is doing: God is my rock, my fortress, my deliverer, my stronghold


b.
God you are everywhere, you come, you save, you deliver, you are in charge


c.
David begins his worship by confessing that fundamental nature of God

16.
Now this may be a reason why some of us can’t worship


a.
Our culture values autonomy, freedom, and control


b.
I want to be in charge.  Do it my way


c.
Our culture teaches us to make God measure up to our standards


d.
If God answers my objections about his existence, then I’ll think about who he is


d.
In our culture life doesn’t revolve around the sun, it revolves around self


e.
Personal freedom, selfishness, and human ego.  I’m in charge

17.
David finds himself in the same situation


a.
So he begins worship with 10 metaphors that all say God is in charge


b.
A rock, a fortress, a deliverer, a shield, a savior, your opening the curtains and coming

18.
When we begin worship by confessing that God is in charge, what happens?


a.
Chaos goes away, We call on God, he hears, he comes


b.
Learning to be a worshiper begins with confessing that God is in charge

19.
Movement 1 in worship: He bowed that heavens and came down


a.
A confession that God is in charge, is present, is my rock on which I build life

20.
Part 2 - Verses 21-18 (read 21-25)


a.
The mood changes.  We move from God is in charge to something else


b.
David talks about his redemption, his cleanness, his blamelessness


c.
David claims to keep all of God’s laws

21.
Now this is where we want to get off


a.
David may be a worshiper, but he’s not blameless


b.
He committed adultery with Bathsheba and killed Uriah


c.
He brought evil on his house and was a bad father


d.
God was so unhappy with David’s violence, he said you will not build my temple

22.
We are not alone.  See the line in 1 Kings 15:5


a.
Looking back on David’s years


b.
David’s legend had grown


c.
David did all God tole him to do and did right in God’s eyes


d.
Then the exception: Except in the matter of Uriah the Hittite


e.
David is blameless, clean.........I don’t think so

23.
Let’s do an opinion poll


a.
Go to www.god.com and vote


b.
Do you think David was blameless.  Vote yes or no


c.
We’ll give you the result on the 10:00 news


d.
We don’t even need to take a poll


e.
Americans would say.  “String him up.”

24.
David realizes that there is only one opinion that counts


a.
It is not the opinion of the writer of Kings


b.
It is not the web poll reported on ABC


c.
The only opinion that matters is God’s

25.
Underline this, Verse 25b, “according to my cleanness in his sight.”


a.
Did David do wrong?  Yes, but David was forgiven by God


b.
Did he commit adultery, kill Uriah and shed blood?  Yes


c.
Did God forgive David of all that he had done wrong?  Yes

26.
Here’s the mood and stage 2 to learn to be a worshiper


a.
Accept God’s deliverance and salvation


b.
Acknowledge that he makes us blameless

27.
We all come to church like David, as failures


a.
We all have a Bathsheba and a Uriah hidden in our lives


b.
We have failed, sinned, messed up and goofed off

28.
But there is only one opinion that matters


a.
Not what ABC opinion poll says about you


b.
Not what they say in the neighborhood


c.
Not what the elders of the church say


d.
Not what you fear from your own guilt and shame


e.
Here is it: “According to my cleanness in his sight.”

29.
Stage 2 in becoming a worshiper


a.
Accept God’s forgiveness, or understand that if you put yourself in his hands, you could be forgiven


b.
When we accept the forgiveness, failure disappears


c.
Confessing God is in central in chasing chaos away, let us worship


d.
Accepting forgiveness of God chases failure away, let us worship

30.
“According to my cleanness in his sight”


a.
God forgave me, and has shown me mercy


b.
He has taken my sins away and made me clean

31.
Part 3 - Verses 29-46


a.
At first these verses seem like verses 2-20


b.
But there is a significant change


c.
The mood is not confessional that God is in charge


d.
The mood is testimonial and experiential

32.
Verses 36-39


a.
David tells of how God has worked in his life


b.
David experiences God and finds him with him in the battles of life


c.
David is a witness of God’s powerful influence in what he does

33.
Verse 30 says that one can leap over a wall


a.
David is not claiming to be spider man


b.
It reveals that something makes him do remarkable things


c.
What is it David?  What is inside you?


d.
The whole verse says, “By my God I can leap over a wall.”


e.
That’s the 3rd underline in this chapter

34.
The mood in stage 3 is becoming a worshiper


a.
Witness to the work of God in your life


b.
I’m jumping over the walls and I’m a white boy


c.
God’s power is alive and well in my life

35.
David often felt ineffective


a.
David’s Psalms are filled with weakness, powerlessness and distress


b.
There were times when David didn’t have the power, or tools, or will


c.
He was encompassed, entangled, snared and assailed

36.
We know about that ineffectiveness


a.
We feel like a broken suitcase.  Just throw me away


b.
Life has us trapped.  There is no way out

37.
But then God comes to work in our lives


a.
Like David we offer testimony to what does


b.
We have power where there is no power


c.
We have healing where we can’t heal


d.
We have newness where we only have old


e.
We have hope where we only had pity


f.
We have reconciliation where we only had hate

38.
It’s not that God works on when we come to Stage 3


a.
God is working all the time in David and in us


b.
God is working in your life today even if you don’t see or believe or want it


c.
We can’t see God working until we move through steps 1 and 2

39.
If we think, “I’m in control”


a.
It is hard to see the hand of God


b.
In our self centered world, there is not much room for God to part the curtains and come

40.
If we think we are no good


a.
It is hard to see the hand of God


b.
If we have a pity party, drowning in regret, fixated on unhappiness, then we can’t see what God is doing


c.
All that changes when we move through stage 2

41.
Now in part 3 of Psalm, David see’s God’s hand everywhere


a.
God wins his battles and stands at his side

42.
David goes through 3 moods and moves


a.
He comes to worship out of chaos and begins to worship by confessing God is in charge


b.
He comes to worship out of failure and continues worship by accepting God’s forgiveness


c.
He comes to worship as ineffective, but in worship he testifies to God’s power in his life

43.
3 Lines, 10a, 25b, 30 b


a.
David is a worshiper


b.
Listen to verse 47 “The Lord lives; and blessed be my rock and exaluted be my God, the rock of my salvation.”

