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Main Text: “Then Araunah said to David, ‘Let my lord the king take and offer up what seems good to him; here are the oxen for the burnt offering, and the threshing sledges and the yokes of the oxen for the wood. All this, O king, Araunah gives to the King.  And Araunah said to the king, ‘The Lord your God accept you.” But the kind said to Araunah, “No, but I will buy it of you for a price; I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God which costs me nothing.’  So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of sliver.  And David built there an altar to the Lord, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings.  So the Lord heeded supplications for the land, and the plague was averted from Israel.”












2 Samuel 24:22-25
1.
April 2005 - Keystone Worship, I attended on my way to see my parents


a.
It was 80 degrees in Memphis when we left and we dressed for summer


b.
When we arrived the air temperature dropped and it started to snow


c.
We stopped at a mall to buy a winter coat


d.
Sally said, “I’m going to the most expensive store that has the best bargains.”


e.
She found a pink jacket with a hood and lining that normally sells for $125 that was reduced to $9


f.
While she was shopping, I was waiting


g.
When I heard of her bargain, I said, “Go get me one.”


h.
She found a jacket that normally cost $50 but was reduced to $16

2.
Sally and I grew up in homes that loved a bargain


a.
Our family members buy things that they don’t need, just because it is a good price


b.
At family gatherings there are times when everybody tells their best bargain story


c.
The family hero is the one who gets the best deals


d.
Both Sally and I love to get a bargain

3.
2 Samuel 24 tells about 2 bargains


a.
One may be the greatest bargain story of all time


b.
The other one will give us some pause

4.
2 Samuel 24:1 - God is angry and we don’t know why


a.
Half way through the story God shows mercy and we don’t know why


b.
The point of 2 Samuel 24 is that we don’t completely understand God


c.
Despite our limits, God does what is best for us

5.
2 Samuel 24:1-9 There is a Census


a.
Because he is angry, God makes David take a census


b.
David sends soldier to all the parts of the kingdom


c.
The census takes almost 10 months and he signs up 1.3 million for the draft

6.
2 Samuel 24:10-14 - David realizes his sin


a.
The prayer of repentance is found in verse 10


b.
God sends the prophet Gad who offers David 3 punishments


c.
Either 3 years famine for the land; or a 3 month war; of 3 days of pestilence


d.
David rejects the 3 month war and God sends a 3 day epidemic

7.
2 Samuel 24:15-17 - God sens a death angel


a.
Pestilence goes out from Dan to Beersheba and kills 70 thousand men


b.
Then as the death angel approaches Jerusalem, God changes his mind


c.
God in heaven repents of the punishment and stops the death angel


d.
David on earth repents of his sin and offers to take the punishment instead of the people

8.
2 Samuel 24:18-25


a.
The death angel stops the plague on Araunah’s land


b.
God tells David to build an altar at the exact spot where the death angel stopped


c.
David approaches Araunah in verses 21-24

9.
Araunah declines payment and offers David oxen and wood for free


a.
David insists on buying the stuff for the sacrifice


b.
He makes the purchase, builds an altar and worships God

10.
The text is central in the Old Testament


a.
The land he buys is the same spot where Abraham tried to offer Isaac in Genesis 22


b.
The land he buys is the land where Solomon will build the temple (2 Chronicles 3)


c.
If David had of taken the land for free, Solomon’s temple, Herod’s temple, the place of Jewish worship would be built on a bargain

11.
How does this text help us with bargains, money, and our relationship to God?


a.
What dangers are here?  What do we learn?

12.
The story opens with bargain of bargains


a.
2 Samuel 23 to the end of 1 Chronicles suggests that David had a large number of people on his payroll


b.
Running the government was expensive.  It was funded by conquest and taxes


c.
The taxes were based on the census

13.
The census is about money, power, authorities and armies


a.
David sends out Joab, his general, to do a census


b.
The soldiers go into every village and into each house


c.
The King wants a Census, who are you, what do you have, how many sons?


d.
All is recorded and David made his assessment.  He knows what is out there

14.
David might well have bragged about his census


a.
He could have said, “I sent out 100 soldiers for 10 months and got 1.3 million men in my army


b.
Show me a king anywhere that has got so much for so little


c.
I talked to Pharaoh the other day and he sent out 1,000 soldiers and found only 500 thousand men


d.
When King’s get together to brag, nobody can top me

15.
Census is like 


a.
An appraisal for the city, a survey for Walgreens


b.
Price comparisons for bargain shoppers, contract discussions at corporate


c.
Get more revenue

16.
But this census was wrong


a.
God incites David to do it.  1 Chronicles 21 says that Satan incited David


b.
David repented of the census; God punished the whole land for the census


c.
But we are never told why

17.
Perhaps it is because David depends on a bargain and not on God


a.
He may think that the census produces more results than prayer


b.
Because he might act like a secular king, and not a servant of God


c.
He does what culture expects and not what God demands

18.
In 2 Samuel 24 David seems to have forgotten his Psalm in 2 Samuel 22:30


a.
By my God, I can leap over a wall


b.
He trades in God who can make him jump a wall for a bargain of the census

19.
Then David gets the opportunity for another bargain


a.
He moved his capital to Jerusalem at a few hills at the top of the ridge


b.
Just north of the capital is Araunah’s farm


c.
There is fertile soil and a threshing farm


d.
It is almost the most valuable real estate in the area


e.
No doubt David looked out his palace with envy at Araunah’s farm

20.
Now there is a pestilence and epidemic


a.
The death angel is at the edge of Araunah’s place


b.
Messengers report there are 70 thousand deaths


c.
Pestilence is moving this way


d.
In fact, the latest deaths are on a farm just north of Araunah’s 


e.
Then the death angel suddenly stops and out comes the King


f.
He said, “God told me to offer sacrifice on your land

21.
Araunah’s not dumb


a.
David is king, he just put together an army of 1.3 million men


b.
David has just talked to God about this pestilence


c.
Now David comes and says, “I need to buy your land.”


d.
So in keeping with custom, Araunah offers wood and oxen for free


e.
It is not clear whether Araunah is holding back on the land


f.
I would have, why not bargain in the face of death itself

22.
But something has happened to David.  


a.
Take it for free.  It is a bargain


b.
No, I will buy it..........Why will you buy it David?


c.
You got the army for free?  You got that information from the census for free?


d.
You have got the power for free?  You even have the city of Jerusalem for free


e.
Why do you want to buy this land and oxen and wood?

23.
David would not do it.  I will not offer Burnt Offerings to God which cost me nothing


a.
David was about to take wood which was not his and build a fire


b.
David was about to build an altar on the land he did not own


c.
David was going to take oxen which was not his, kill it and sacrifice it


d.
David was going to do all this to pay honor, respect, and worship to God

24.
David would not do it


a.
He saw dangers of mixing bargains with God


b.
He was not willing to worship for free

25.
David saw inconsistency of giving God something which cost him nothing


a.
The message is that I will not offer a sacrifice that is not a sacrifice


b.
You can’t buy sacrifice at the thrift store and fool God


c.
You can’t do bargain worship

26.
David is not going before God and saying, “
I GOT THIS”


a.
The oxen was donated to me


b.
The sacrifice was ½ price


c.
The wood was from a friend or the wood was free because it fell off a lumber rack


d.
The stones from Home Depot were on clearance

27.
I will not offer burnt offerings to God which cost me nothing.  David said, “I WANT TO PAY FULL PRICE”


a.
For the oxen, for the wood from your threshing floor


b.
For the land on which I give you my worship


c.
Because I will not offer burnt offerings to God which cost me nothing

28.
In David’s mind worship was not at a bargain basement


a.
Don’t worship God with garage sale bargains


b.
Don’t give to God things we didn’t have to pay for


c.
Don’t advertise that we have the lowest priced worship in town

29.
I have learned 2 things from this study

30.
# 1 - Don’t put efficiency about faithfulness


a.
Efficiency is a fine trait, frugality is wonderful, bargain hunting is good


b.
Don’t put price above discipleship


c.
Don’t put cost above worship


d.
Price matters, it just doesn’t matter most


e.
Rejoice in the bargain you got on your new car


f.
But come to God with all you have and all you’ve been given

31.
I have an old habit that is hard to cure


a.
When I am confronted with a good work, I try to pay attention to the first question I ask


b.
Often my first response is, “How much will it costs?”  How much do you want?


c.
I tend to put cost as my first filter or concern


d.
David suggests another first question.  What does God want?


e.
Does God want this done?  Is this faithful?

32.
Lynn Anderson was talking to Highland leaders 15 years ago


a.
He said that church leaders should ask 3 questions


b.
Does God want this done?  Does he want us to do it?  How much will it costs?


c
Lynn Anderson says the order is critically important


d.
I will not offer burnt offerings that cost me nothing

33.
# 2 - Make David’s line a value in life


a.
I will not offer burnt offering to God which cost me nothing


b.
It doesn’t mean an end to thriftiness


c.
It doesn’t mean that if somebody gives us $1 million, we can’t give $500,000 to the church


d.
But it’s a value that gives us a basis for relating to God

34.
I’m concerned that my giving is not a sacrifice


a.
When I give to Goodwill, it’s stuff I don’t want


b.
When I give $ 50 to a student’s mission trip, it is money I will not miss


c.
When I put in my check on Sunday morning, sometimes it is money that I really don’t need

35.
When it get’s to that point, this value needs to kick in


a.
What can I do so that worship I offer, the money I give, cost me something


b.
Sally and I talked and decided to give more and cut into what we really need


c.
We will put that check in the plate and knowing that if we didn’t give this money, we could use it in another place


d.
So we drive old cars more miles, wear an old suit longer and stay in the most economical motel


e.
Not because we are thrifty, but because we have given to God first, now we will sacrifice to make it possible

36.
Over the last couple of years I have made a huge mistake


a.
Most of my family lives 7,000 miles from Memphis


b.
As a result we are not in a situation where we can quickly get to their homes


c.
Five times in the last 10 years a critical issue has come up in my family


d.
It would have been difficult and expensive to travel from here to there


e.
I often weighed the issue in a wrong way


f.
I looked at it from the point of view of what will it cost me


g.
Not from the point of view...what does God want me to do

37.
I confess I made wrong decisions


a.
I didn’t fulfill a family obligation because of price


b.
I thought that if I can get a bargain, I’ll be the son I need to be


c.
I didn’t get the bargain and I didn’t do my role as a son


d.
I was wrong to put price above discipleship

38.
David’s line is of great value for all of us


a.
It is a wonderful value to pass on to our children


b.
If you are a child or teenager: give enough that you know it is costing you to give to God


c.
Put enough of your life into worship and church that it costs you something

39.
All you children and all you adults remember this scene


a.
David has to decide whether to sacrifice or not


b.
He decides to serve God no matter what the costs

40.
That is the last story in the books of 1 and 2 Samuel


a.
Originally 1 and 2 Samuel were one book


b.
When you look at 1 and 2 Samuel as a whole you see it starts the same way that it ends

41.
The first story in 1 Samuel is about Hannah


a.
She couldn’t have children


b.
Every year her husband gave her something to give to God in worship


c.
Hannah went to worship with something that cost her nothing


d.
Hannah was troubled by a lack of a child


e.
So she asked God for a child.  If you give me a son, I will give him back to you

42.
Soon Samuel was born


a.
When he was still nursing, she stayed home from worship


b.
But when he was weaned, she brought him down to the tabernacle


c.
She went home with an empty stroller


d.
She gave Samuel to serve God


e.
She gave all she had to God, she gave her son


f.
In effect: Hannah said, “I will not give to God that which cost me nothing.”


g.
She quickly learned the lesson that David learned at the end of his life

43.
Behind both stories, all the Bible stories is God


a.
God who teaches us and helps us understand


b.
God who himself gave the ultimate gift


c.
Like Hannah he offered his only son


d.
Hannah got to see her son grow up to lead Israel


e.
God watched as we killed his son

