Old story about an Indian and his son


It was time for the son to pass into manhood


The father had prepared him and taught him to survive


He showed him the ways of the wilderness


Now it was time for the son to spend time alone on the mountain





The son climbed to a mountain top


He heard a rustle in the brush.  It was a snake


Before he could move the snake spoke


“I’m dying, it is too cold for me up here, there is no food


The youth said, “No, my father told me about your kind, you’re a rattlesnake.”


“If I pick you up, you will bit me and I will die.”


The snake said, “Not so, I’ll treat you differently.”


“If you do this for me, I’ll not harm you.”


The youth remembered his father’s words and resisted.


The snake was persuasaive, then the boy gave in.





He tucked the snake under his shirt and carried it down to the valley


He laid the snake down gently


Suddenly the snake coiled, rattled and stuck the Indian’s leg


The boy remembered his Father’s words about snakes


The Indian cried out, “YOU promised you wouldn’t bit me.”


As the snake crawled away


He said, “You knew what I was when you picked me up.”





This is a story, not about snakes, but about sin


I won’t bite, I promise


I won’t hurt you, I promise


I won’t cause you any problems, I promise





This reminds us that we tend to minimize sin


Just this one time


I can handle it


Sin is not that serious





This (minimization of sin) is revealed in what we say


“I’m not perfect, but I’m better than Sadam Hussein,(the snake won’t bite)


“I get rowdy every so often, but I’m a pretty good ole boy (the snake won’t bite)


“I’m just as good as the next guy, I pay my taxes, I coach soccer, I made a donation to the United Way,”  (the snake won’t bite)


“I have bent a few of the commandments, but never really broken any, (the snake won’t bite)





The is another story about a Father and a Son that tells us exactly how 


	serious sin is


The Father prepared the son for a long journey


He told him about this wilderness


He told him how to survive


Then one day on a mountain top he met a snake named sin


The son’s name was Jesus


The place was called Calvary





I.  It is the dirtiest place on earth


It is a place where all of the poisonous snakes stand ready to stike


It is a place where all human garbage is piled so high we can’t see over it





A.  All the sins of all time were there….the Sin of


Cain who murdered his brother


Achan who stole and then lied


David who committed adultery


Jerusalites who bowed down before idols


Judas who betrayed his Lord


Peter who denied his master


The sin of Annias and Saphara, and Demetrius





B. All the sins of all time were there……the Sin of


Attila the hun, Stalin, Hitler


Sirhan, Lee Harvery Oswald





C. All the sins of our city were there


Greed, oppression, anger, murder


Desertion of children, sexual abuse





D. All those who…..


“The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and , debauchery, idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkeness, orgies, and the like.I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.”……Galatians 3:19-21


“But t
