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Main Text:
“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—the life was made manifest, and we saw it, and testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was the Father and was made manifest to us—that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  And we are writing this that our joy may be complete………..”My little children, I am writing this to you so that you may not sin; but if any one does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;……..See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.  The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  Beloved, we are God’s children now; it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  And every one who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.”   1 John 1:1-4; 2:1; 3:1-3

1. Lewis Smedes, an author, speaker and teacher, recently died

a. In his book, Pretty Good Person, he tells of a spent life seeking the approval of his parents

b. His father and mother were European immigrants to Michigan

c. His father set up a blacksmith shop in western Michigan, but it failed

d. He tried farming, inventing, factory work and it all failed

e. He was worn out and while in bed at 1:00 AM he had a heart attack and died at 31 years old

2. His mother had no job skills so she became a housekeeper

a. One day when Lewis was in the 4th grade, he saw his mother on the front porch of the house

b. He knew she was a cleaning lady, but never saw her at work

c. That day that de saw her on her hands and knees scrubbing the cement floor

d. She saw him and waved and when their eyes met

e. She could see he was embarrassed by his mother’s work

3. Lewis Smedes never got over that shame

a. He wanted to be proud of his parents, but was not

b. He wanted them to be proud of him, but the couldn’t express it

c. His life was bent around seeking approval he never received

4. This sounds familiar to many of us

a. We lack for approval, we deal with shame, we have trouble working out issues with parents

b. Like Lewis Smeedes many of us spend a lifetime in an inner war with our father and mother

5. In light of that, it is odd that God chooses to be called Father

a. We understand, Lord, Savior, Creator, Holy, and Redeemer

b. But in light of our experience with our parents, why would God want to be called, “Father?”

6. Some of my favorite lines of Scripture involved God as Father

a. The Lord’s prayer begins, “Our Father who is in Heaven”

b. The great commission says, “Go into the world baptizing people in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit”

c. Be merciful as your Father is merciful

d. Let your light shine, so people see your good works, and glorify your Father

e. Why does God want to be called “Father?”

7. The Bible never uses human explanation to explain God as Father

a. GOD DOESN’T SAY, “I WANT TO BE YOUR FATHER LIKE”

b. Abraham was Isaac’s father, or David was Solomon’s father

c. Or Mordecai was like Esther’s father, or Zebedee was the father of James and John

d. God as Father is not based on human father and children

8. But it is based on God’s relationship with Jesus

a. When Jesus addresses God in the gospels, with a couple of exceptions, he always calls him Father

b. Think of that:  Jesus consistently refers to God as Father, first one in scripture to do so extensively

9. Think about Jesus calling God, Father

a. At the age of 12 he said, “Do you not know that I must be in my Father’s house

b. John 10:15 – “Just as the Father knows me and I know that Father, so I lay down my life for the sheep

c. John 10:30 – I and the Father are one

d. Jon 14:6 – “No one comes to he Father except by me”

e. John 15:1 – “I am the true vine and the Father is the gardner.”

f. John 17: - In Jesus great prayer he regularly addresses God as Father

g. Matthew 26:39 – My Father if it is possible may this cup be taken from me

h. Luke 23:46 – “Father, into your hands, I commit my spirit.”  

i. What’s the point?

10. # 1 – God is called Father because it perfectly described his relationship with Jesus and the relationship he wanted to have with us
a. Jesus had the authority of the Father

b. Jesus had the affection of the Father

c. Jesus had fellowship with the Father

d. Jesus lived to honor the Father

11. Think about the two critical times God spoke to Jesus in the hearing of others

a. Matthew 3 at his baptism, God says, “This is my son, whom I love, with him I am pleased..  

b. The Father uses the language of “son”

c. Matthew 17:at the transfiguration, God says, “This is my son whom I love and am well pleased, listen to him.”

d. The Father gives affection and approval to his son

12. Not only did God have this relationship with Jesus, but he wants it with us

a. The kind of intimacy, affection, fellowship and honor Jesus had with God is what God wants with us

b. The model for our relationship with God is that Jesus had with God

c. The reason God uses the word Father is that it best describes the kind of relationship he had with Jesus and wants with us

13. Think about it

a. When Jesus referred to God, when he prayed, when he acted on his behalf

b. When Jesus looked up, when he suffered, when he died, he used the word, Father

c. Then God turn to us and says the same word that  Jesus used, you can use

d. God tells us we can have real intimacy, closeness, warmth with God just as Jesus did

14. There is a story out of the 1960’s

a. A daughter rebelled and left home to be a hippy

b. Her father rejected her lifestyle

c. He cut off communication

d. He didn’t go to her graduation, didn’t meet her boyfriend

e. Didn’t go to the wedding, didn’t talk to her when she came by

f. Didn’t go to the hospital when her baby was born, didn’t’ go to see the infant

15. Finally when the grandchild was able to walk the daughter came by the house

a. She pinned a note on the baby, “I’m your grandson.”

b. She pushed him through the door

c. When the father saw the baby, his heart melted

d. Years of bitterness were over

16. We rebelled against God

a. Every single one of us has left home

b. There’s a gap between us and God

c. It is not the way we wanted it, not what we hoped

d. Then one day God sent his son

e. Pinned a note to baby Jesus

f. The note said, I love you just like I love Jesus

g. We see the baby, our hearts melt and the rebellion is over

h. That’s why God is Father

17. But we might object to the title Father because unlike Jesus we’re not his son

a. How can we have a Father –Child relationship with God like Jesus did when we’re not family

b. The image seems to break down

c. But these scriptures, John 1:12-13, 1 John 3:1 come to light

d. What does this mean?

18. # 2 – God adopts us as his own children because it describes grace

a. We’re not natural children of God, but we are adopted children of God

b. God has become our Father because he wanted to become our father

c. We’re children of the Father not because of what we did, but what he did

19. The New Testament gives 2 yardsticks for measuring God’s love

a. John 3:16 – God showed love at the cross

b. 1 John 3:1 – God showed love by making us his children because he is our father

20. A 1982 TV show was about a wealthy couple going to an orphanage to adopt a child

a. All of the orphans were prepared and on their best behavior

b. They spent the day with the kids

c. At the end of the day they asked if this was all the children that they had

d. The reply was that this was all that could be adopted

e. The couple asked, “Is there another?”

f. They said that there was a boy that came in yesterday that was ill, with boils all over his body and that may not live

21. The couple asked to see the child

a. They were taken to a kitchen where it was worm

b. It was a mass of humanity in a blanket

c. The wife looked at the husband and the husband nodded to the wife

d. We want this child

22. I was that diseased, sick, near death child

a. I had nothing to offer, no power or strength

b. There was nothing attractive about me

c. Then pout of all the children at the orphanage, God adopted me

d. I am his son.  He is my Father.  He picked me

23. Imagine a powerful wealthy man

a. He has a high position in government, controls men and nations

b. He lives in a castle.  His servants do his every wish

c. He owns lands in several nations, has factories a businesses

d. He has money, power, influence and authority

24. Then he adopts a child

a. They are not related by blood, not a product of his marriage

b. But he takes the child he has just met

c. That child is suddenly heir to all that this powerful wealthy man owns

25. That is what God had don to us as Father – BECAUSE HE IS MY FATHER

a. I have a mansion in heaven

b. I have forgiveness of my sins

c. I am part of a world wide family

d. I have access to his power and his influence

e. I have confidence, I have assurance

f. I know because he picked me he will not easily give up on me

26. A little boy ran into the throne chambers of a medieval king

a. He was skipping, singing, touching everything

b. There he was in the middle of the king’s chambers

c. A soldier stopped the little boy and said, “Have you no respect, lad.”

d. Don’t you know that the man on the throne is the king?

e. The little boy wiggled out of the soldier’s gasp

f. As he dance away he said this…

g. He’s your king, but he is my Father.  He jumped on the throne into the King’s lap

27. All around us are people who know there is a God

a. Some fear him, complain about him and use his name in vain

b. They must keep their distance, call on him in the midst of tragedy

c. But his a king on a throne

d. To them we say, “He’s your king, but he’s my Father.”

28. We are reading, Ruth Jensen’s Praying the Attributes of God

a. She lists verses on 31 different qualities and attributes of God

b. Most of them describe who he is:  creator, eternal, good, holy

c. That reflects the Bible which goes into great detail on the nature of God

29. But Father is different because it is one of the few attributes on the list that includes us

a. He is Father because Jesus was his son

b. He is Father because he has adopted us as children

c. It is part of his nature to be in relationship

30. JJ Packer asked, What is a Christian?

a. He said that there are many ways to answer that question

b. But the richest answer, the climatic thought of the entire Bible

c. A Christian is one who has God as his Father

31. There is a distributing verse in John 8:44.  

a. There are 2 spiritual fathers

b. # 1 – God the creator has become our Father just as he was Father to Jesus now he adopts us

c. # 2 – The devil as Father.  Many people are his children. living a lie

d. Jesus says the Devil as Father is a murderer and he was so from the beginning

32. This raises the question, “Who is your Father?”

a. Who has adopted you?

b. Which Father do you reach out to in Love?

c. Is God your father?

33. The Bible tells the story about a young man who moved

a. He left the house of God and moved to the house of the devil

b. The spend his time pleasing the devil and his friends

c. Finally the young man came to his senses

d. He wondered if God the Father would take him back after living with the father..Satan

e. He walked toward God’s house and there he was waiting for the  boy to come back

34. In the wilderness the Israelites dedicated the tabernacle

a. The process involved 12 days of special sacrifices

b. On the 3rd day it involved a man from the tribe of Zebulon

c. He had helped Moses take a census in the wilderness

d. Now he helped dedicate the temple

35. He is called a leader of people

a. He arrived in the morning with 3 dishes and 21 animals

b. There were dishes of silver and one of gold

36. One other interesting thing about Eliab

a. He shares the name with 5 other Old Testament people

b. The name means, My God is Father

