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Main Text:
"God has revealed to us through the Spirit.  For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.  For what person knows a man's thoughts except the spirit of the man which is in him?  So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but he Spirit which is from God,  that we might understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.  And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who possess the Spirit.  The unspiritual an does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.  The spiritual man judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one.  For who has known the mind of he Lord so as to instruct him?  But we have the mind of Christ."









1 Corinthians 2:10-16

1. The Corinthian Church has problems

a. Division were in the church

b. They tolerated sexual immorality

c. Christians were suing each other

d. Members were seeing prostitutes and married couples were not having sex

e. Strong Christians were disregarding the concerns of weaker Christians

f. The worship service was a catastrophe

g. The prophet's wives were disagreeing with their husbands in the middle of church

2. There were 2 issues at the core of the problem, which is exposed in 

chapters 1-4

a. # 1 Problem was wisdom.  The Christians thought they had all the answers

b. They thought they had a better philosophy than Paul

c. # 2 Problem was power.  This probably referred to their spiritual gifts

d. They viewed it as their power and not the power of God

3. First Corinthians 2 is the key to the response

a. The chapter we do not know well because it is so dense

b. 2 quotes from Isaiah throw us off track

c. The language is abstract

d. But to by pass it is dangerous

e. It deals with 2 issues

4. The first issue is wisdom

a. Paul contrasts the wisdom of the world with the wisdom of God

b. What is the wisdom of God?

c. 1 Corinthians chapters 1 and 2 have at least 16 phrases describing the wisdom of God

d. The gospel, the word of the cross, the testimony of God

e. The hidden and secret word, the depths of God, the mind of Christ

f. The wisdom of God is the wisdom of God

g. That over simplifies the issue, but it gives us a handle

5. The second is the Spirit

a. Paul counters the Spirit of the world with the Spirit of God

b. What is the Spirit of God? 

6. We are not talking about spiritual gifts

a. Some Corinthians were speaking in tongues, miracles and interpretation

b. 1 Corinthians 12 - not everybody got the same gift

c. But is 1 Corinthians 2 the Holy Spirit is given to all in some way

d. 1 Corinthians 14 went to far with the Holy Spirit

e. 1 Corinthians 12 did not go far enough

7. The Holy Spirit in 1 Corinthians 2 is the Holy Spirit that gives us the Wisdom of God

a. # 1 - 1 Corinthians 2:10 says that the word of God comes to us by the Holy Spirit.  Scripture is inspired by God through his Spirit

b. # 2 - 1 Corinthians 2:13 says that the Holy Spirit works in the church to help us understand the Wisdom of God.  The whole section on the Holy Spirit uses the plural pronoun to indicate the Corinthian church

8. 1 Corinthians 2 has 3 parts

a. Chapters 1-5 involves experiencing true Worship

b. Chapters 6-9 involves the nature of true Worship

c. Chapters 10-16 involves the responses to true Worship

9. # 1 - Experiencing true wisdom - 1 Corinthians 2:1-5

a. Paul thinks back to Acts 18 and his 18 months in Corinth

b. He remembers weakness, fear and trembling

c. Acts 18:9-11 - Please read

10. But fear is not the dominate memory

a. He remembers what happened when he preached the gospel

b. He presented the wisdom of God to Corinth

c. It was his demonstration of Spirit and power

11. Paul reminds us of how we experience  the Wisdom of God through the Spirit

a. We expect it when we see how it works in people's lives

b. Paul came into a wicked, prideful and rich city

c. It was ancient New Orleans with money

d. Paul presented the word of God and the gospel of Christ and people changed

e. That was the demonstration of Spirit and Power

12. Not long ago 3 of us were in a Bible study with a young man

a. He grew up without much knowledge of the wisdom of God

b. He had religious training, but it was not in the wisdom of God

c. When we presented the wisdom of God, it was remarkable

d. He changed.  He went against his upbringing, his family and his culture

13. Note it was not anything that any of the 3 of us did

a. It was not eloquence or arguments

b. It was not lofty words or wisdom

c. It was the testimony of God

14. I wish every on e of us could experience that power every week TO SEE the Wisdom of God

a. Enter a human heart

b. Change a person with a Ph.D.

c. Convict a person of sin

d. Restore a person's soul

15. That's what Paul remembered about being in Corinth

a. The demonstration of the Spirit and Power

b. That's what we need to remember about our lives

c. That the wisdom of God works in spirit and power

16. # 2 - The nature of true wisdom is found in 1 Corinthians 2:6-9

a. There are 3 qualities of true wisdom

b. # 1 - It is permanent, not of this age, not a fad

c. # 2 - It is hidden, not in the media, not in something you can find yourself

d. # 3 - It is for our glory, it is good for us, it is something we are looking for

17. The wisdom of God is a gold mine.  THIS WISDOM DOES NOT

a. Go out of style

b. Does not demand high HQ

c. Contain useless facts that help nobody

d. The wisdom of God is what everybody is looking for

18. He says that people without this wisdom crucified Jesus

a. Why did they crucify Jesus

b. Did they think what he said was crazy?

c. Jesus has been called many things, but nobody then or now thinks Jesus was crazy

d. Why did they crucify Jesus?

e. They crucified Jesus because they were afraid he was right

f. If he was right, they were wrong

g. That's the nature of true Wisdom

19. # 3 - The response of true wisdom are found in 1 Corinthians 2:10 - 3:1

20. There are 3 responses to true wisdom

a. Chapter 2:14 - the unspiritual ignore true wisdom

b. Chapter 2:15 - The spiritual are seeking God in weakness

c. Chapter 3:1 - The worldly know true wisdom, but don't submit to it

21. A. - The Unspiritual

a. They didn't even look to God for wisdom

b. They didn't have a clue about what the Holy Spirit was revealing

22. Ray Steadman used this illustration

a. There is a room filled with pictures, music and voices

b. The atmosphere is filled with these

c. But we don't see or hear them because we lack equipment

d. If we had a TV or radio we could pick up these sounds

e. We need the right equipment to hear those voices

23. The unspiritual people don't have the right equipment

a. God provides the Holy Spirit as equipment to hear the voice of God

b. Without equipment, the wisdom of God seems foolish

c. God wants to give them equipment, but hey don't want it

24. B. - Worldly comes in 1 Corinthians 3:1

a. Paul is referring to people who know the wisdom of God, but won't apply it

b. They know the teachings of Jesus, but won't submit

c. They don't want to give up their pride and self centeredness

d. We have little sins in the back room of our mind that we hold on to

e. We know the wisdom of God, but we don't submit

25. I'm concerned that many of us view the wisdom of God as the worldly people in Corinth

a. We put little value on the wisdom of God

26. There are some people here who have not engaged the wisdom of God seriously in years

a. Some know facts about the Bible, but he wisdom of God is not working on their hearts

b. They can't get into the meat, but are still on milk

c. They can't hear the Holy Spirit give his message because we are still in the lobby

d. These are the people for whom  the wisdom of God is a blank slate

27. They have carnal mentality

a. It depends on its own wisdom

b. It depends on its own strength 

c. It depends on its own worldly mind

28. C. - Spiritual

a. These are the people that submit to the wisdom of God and God changes them

b. The Bible says that when God changes that person they become Spiritual

c. They become the judges of spiritual things - (verse 15)

29. People say that we Americans have short attention spans

a. That we can only take things in news nuggets

b. People say that kids can't pay attention for more than one minute

c. That is a big lie

30. We have long attention spans

a. On September 11ath nearly everybody in the nation was glued to the TV for hours

b. A football games goes on for 3 hours

c. Concerts will last a whole evening

d. We have a long attention span for things we want

31.
That's the key:  Do we what the wisdom of God?  
DO YOU COME TO WORSHIP

a. Expecting to come into the presence of God, or is that not something you really want?

b. To understand the depths of God, or is that not something you really want?

c. To be open to hearing the testimony of God or is that not something you really want?

31. Silas Shotwell tells of reading about a 10 year old boy

a. He lost his left arm in a car accident

b. He decided to study judo

c. He began his lessons with an old Japanese judo master

d. The boy did quite well

e. But after 3 months, the master only taught him one move

f. The boy said, "Shouldn't I be learning other moves?"

g. The master said, "This is the only move you will ever need to know."

32. The boy started going to tournaments

a. Everyone was surprised that he won his first two matches

b. The 3rd was more difficult, but he won by using his only move

33. He reached the finals

a. His opponent was bigger and stronger and had more experience

b. The match didn't go well

c. The referee called time out and was concerned that the boy might get hurt

d. The Master said to let the match continue

e. The opponent dropped his guard

f. The boy used his one move and pinned him

g. The 10 year old one arm boy was the champion

34. After the match the boy and his judo master went over every move

a. Finally the boy asked the master how he could win the match with just one move

b. The master had 2 reasons

c. # 1 - "You have almost mastered one of the most difficult moves in judo"

d. # 2 - There is only one defense against that move that you know

e. That defense is for your opponent to grab your left arm

f. The master turned the boy's weakness into his strength

35. That is the point of this text

a. We don't want to be weak

b. We want to do it on our own

c. We want to figure it out

d. We want things to meet our expectations

36. But the wisdom of God can only be experienced from weakness

a. If you came seeking the depths of God

b. If you came looking for what the Holy Spirit can teach you

c. Then you will find something permanent, secret and helpful

37. God is teaching  us one thing  -  Weakness obtains is his presence

a. Be open to his Holy Spirit,

b. To God 

c. To Jesus 

