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Main Text: "What after all is Apollos?  And what is Paul?  Only servants, through whom you came to believe --as the Lord has assigned to each his task.  I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.  So neither he who plants not he who waters is anything, but only God, who make things grow.  The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor.  For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building."










1 Corinthians 3:5-9

1. Tommy Sims, Amy Grant and Wayne Kirkpatrick

a. Wrote a song called "Children of the World" in 1994

b. Amy Grant sang it.  A couple of the lines went like this

c. "I will stand for the truth I've seen, / So the truth is seen in me"

d. I will give from the source of love, / So that all that I believe is handed down

e. For the road that's yet to be traveled on, / By the ones who will carry on

2. It is a vision for the future

a. A hope for every little boy and girl

b. A dream for the children of every home, church and city

c. That they will carry on the truth we have come to know

d. About close to home

3. A few  years ago Dan Cooper at Pepperdine University taught a class on Evangelism

a. There were about 100 of us.  He asked how many of us were children or teenagers when we became Christians?

b. 90 of us raised our hands

c. He said that was the standard.  90% of people became Christians as children or teenagers

d. This doesn't mean that people don't become Christians at other ages

e. It means that most people currently in church became Christians as youths

4. It took me several years to see the inconsistency

a. The church of Christ talks about Evangelism

b. Most of our evangelism is focused on adults

c. Yet most of our converts are children and teenagers
5. When I think of ideal evangelistic opportunities it is always with adults

a. A couple in their late 20's with a baby is now seeking God

b. They are full of questions.  I could give them a 4 part study then baptism

c. A 30 year old man who marries a Christian single

d. A 60 year old man who starts to church when his spouse dies

e. But in reality, most conversions are with children and teenagers

6. One half of the people in SC go to church

a. The older are more likely to go to church.  The younger are less likely

b. 3/4 of the people live within 10 miles of Highland Street Church of Christ

c. 1/3 of the people are under 20

d. This means that 1/4 of the members children live outside of 10 miles of the church.  2500 live within 1 mile radius

e. It is likely that within 1 mile there are 1500 children and teenagers that don't go to church

7. Carley Dodd, David Lewis, and D. Tippens wrote "The Gospel According to Generation X

a. They say that 45% of the children who grew up in the church of Christ will leave it as adults.  33% will leave Jesus altogether

b. At first I was suspicious

c. No doubt some returned.  Perhaps many were only loosely linked

d. Beyond those suspicions there is a statement here about faith

e. Children and Teenagers had faith but they gave it up later

8. I am amazed at that statistic:  --  45%

a. Is that discussed in the elder's meetings?

b. Is that a concern in our churches?

c. These are not people converted on Friend Day, or in the inner city

d. These are our own children

e. Should churches go about their business and worship and Sunday School

f. Satisfied with keeping 2/3 of the church faithful to Christ?

g. "I will stand for the truth I've seen / So the truth is seen in me

h. "I will give from the source of love / So that all that I believe is handed down"

i. "For the road that's yet to be traveled on / By the ones who will carry on

9. Question - How do we do that?  Who does it?  - Answer - 1 Corinthians 3

10.
1 Corinthians 3 has 3 metaphors

a. Verses 5-9 - Discusses a field.  Paul planted, Apollos watered, and God gave the increase

b. Verses 10-15 - Describes a building.  Jesus is the foundation.  We build and a fire comes

c. Verses 16-17 - Describes a temple.  God gives the Holy Spirit and doesn’t want it destroyed

10. The main point is that growth is not due to human agency

a. With the field -- God gives growth - stated 2 times

b. Paul planted, Apollos watered for the Corinthian church.  At Highland Street Church of Christ  - Do Not give growth

c. Regarding the building - God gave Paul grace

d. Paul built by the grace of God, not by wisdom, eloquence, or power

e. The building depends on the foundation, Faith depends on God

f. Regarding the temple -- God gives us the Holy Spirit

g. There is nothing we do that brings on the Holy Spirit.  It is a gift of God

11. Yet we still have work to do

a. What depends on us?  Plant and Watering.  

b. What does not depend on us is the growth and faith

c. Our reward is Planting and Watering 

d. Our reward is not based on growth and faith

12. The hardest part of this text is not the agricultural metaphor

a. We can see there is need for both planting and watering

b. But the hard part is when Paul breaks out of the metaphor

c. We are nothing.  We are just servants.  We are watering.  Just doing what God called us to do

13. When Evangelism comes up, most of us think of the hardest cases

a. Paul and Silas were in a far country.  The unrepentant thief on the cross.  Festus or Agrippa

b. The atheist at work.  The man who attempted suicide.  The neighbor who swears at our dog

14. But most Evangelism is not hard

a. Most evangelism is planting and watering among children and teenagers

b. Telling children a Bible story for the first time

c. Being the first adult to really listen to a teenager

d. Being the first friend a college student has away from home

e. None of that is hard

15. The text about Evangelism is close to home  - YOU MAY

a. Work in the nursery teaching children the concept of God -- You are a planter

b. Teach 2 year olds Jesus love me - You are a planter

c. Give blessing to a first grader - You are a planter

d. Go to power hour and gather up children from the neighborhood -- You are a planter

e. Do puppets in children's worship -- You are a planter

f. Teach gospels in 5th grad class -- You are a waterier

g. Lead small groups at a Christian camp -- You are a waterer

h. Talk to a teenager one on one about Jesus -- You are a waterer

i. Pick up a child or teenager from an unchurched home -- You are a waterer

j. Give blessing to a 15 year old -- You are a waterer

16. I don't understand why we don't have lines of people waiting to plant and water with children

a. Children and teenagers are unplanted….unwatered fields

b. They have no sophisticated arguments against the Gospel

c. They have no preconceived theology to correct

d. They are souls waiting for water

e. The main qualification is to have a servant heart

17. If we don't plant and water the implications are serious

a. If we don't plant, MTV and MGM will plant

b. If we don't water the Gospel, somebody else will water the weeds

18. Society plants and waters the weeds

a. Little girls are raised to think unless you look like a cover girl, you are nothing

b. Little boys are raised to think unless you play like Michael Jordan, you are nothing

c. Children are told that you can have instant sex without any responsibility

d. Children are told you can have instant gratification without effort

e. Children are told they can have instant solutions without sacrifice

f. The goal in life is to get, not give.  To hoard, not to share

g. Personal greed is valued over the common good 

19. It takes a servant to plant and water -- SERVANTS WHO SAY

a. Jesus loves you no matter about your looks.   God graces winners and losers

b. The goal in life is to give, not get.  God blesses because of who you are

20. Stephen Covey's First Things First book discusses different roles we play in life

a. Getting a vacation planned is a role

b. Getting roses to grow in the back yard is a role

c. Being a coach in the YMCA league a role

d. Getting a salary to buy a nice house is a role

21. But Covey puts out that not all roles are equal in importance

a. Some roles fall to us that nobody else can do

b. If we do not do them they will not be done

c. Men, being a father to your children is more important than being a coach

d. Women, being a mother is more important than being stylish

e. Elders, raising up spiritual children in church is more important than balancing the budget

f. Men, planting seeds in children's heart is more important than a job promotion

g. Women, watering the Gospel is more important than a clean house

h. Parents raising Christian children is more important than extracurricular activities

i. Church, planting and watering among the youth of the city is more important than getting a favorite song sung at worship

j. Congregation, teaching Jesus to the children in the neighborhood is more important than whether or not the service went long

22. What a better description of the church than in 1 Corinthians 3

a. The mother planted, the father watered and God gave the increase

b. A single parent planted, the Sunday School teacher watered and God gave the increase

c. The adoptive family planted, the Young married watered and God gave the increase

d. The teens planted at VBS, a gray haired Sunday School class watered and God gave the increase

23. Body Count was a book published in 1996 by Simon & Schuster

a. William Bennet, author of the book of Virtues

b. John Dilukio author of Charitable Choice

c. John Waters, the Executive Director of the Council on Crime in America also joined in writing the book  

24. They talked to youth gang members in Los Angles

a. One member of the gang is named Body Count

b. They asked him, "How did you get that name?"

c. He said, "When's the shootings over, that's what I do."

d. "I count the bodies"

25. The authors point to problems among our nation's children and teenagers

a. They say that it is not education or economics

b. It is not the criminal justice system or police protection

c. The problem is moral poverty

26. I read a book in 1995 with great alarm

a. It was about crime and children

b. It was about moral poverty

c. What could I do?

27. I decided to write an open editor piece for the Commerical Appeal

a. I summarized the problems among Memphis children

b. I pointed to the problem of moral poverty

c. Then I suggested the solution

d. It was Sunday School

28. There are 3000 churches in Memphis.  Most have Sunday Schools

a. The Sunday School's provide moral instruction

b. Children need moral instruction

c. Children are not getting moral instruction

d. What we need is to address the problem together with this solution

29. They didn't publish it

a. It made me angry

b. I thought that the media is liberal and does not like the conservatives

c. I thought they might have a bias against the Church of Christ in this area

30. I started thinking about that open editorial piece

a. I wondered why they rejected it

b. Why do kids in this city not go to Sunday school?

31. Then it hit me:  Kids who need Sunday School are not welcome in most Sunday Schools

a. If gang members came to our church, would we want them?

b. If a 4th grader who causes problems at Bruce Elementary came to Highland Street Church of Christ, what would we do?

c. If kids with no parental supervision started running the halls, what would our people say?

32. I heard Dev Ogle tell about talking to a teenage girl who he knew from church

a. She said, "Do you know why I spend so much of my junior high and senior high years at your house?

b. Ogle said, "We thought it was because you were best friends with our daughter."

c. She said, "Yes, but there was another reason.  When I came into your house, I got a hug when I came in and when I left"

d. "I never got them at home."

e. There are 1500 children and teenagers within one mile of our building who do not go to church

f. Hundreds of children and teenagers are waiting for hugs and blessings they many never get

33. It is hard for me not to read this text personally

a. I grew up in an unchurched home

b. My parents didn't go to church.  Neither set of grandparents went

c. I was a child and an empty field

d. Mildred Studzman came along and planted.  She was a servant of God

e. Ray Beggs watered

34. Mildred Studzman was a planter

a. I came to VBS and she planted the seed to come back

b. I came to Sunday School and she planted the seed to come to church

c. I came to church and she planted the seed to study the Bible

35. But Mildred Studzman did not do it all by herself

a. Ray Beggs was a new preacher who came to a little church in Pennsylvania

b. He came to my house and asked me to come to his Wednesday Night class

c. He said that we are going to study important things in the Bible

d. He said, "You will have to take notes."

e. Would you come?  I said yes.

36. I didn’t' know it at the time, but I was moving from planter to waterer

a. I went every Wednesday night and memorized scripture

b. I learned what Ray Beggs called the Plan of Salvation

c. I kept a notebook.  

d. This is it

e. This notebook is a watering can

f. Through it the living water of the Gospel came into my heart

g. One night after that class, I realized that I needed to  become a Christian

h. A week later after that same class, I was baptized into Christ

37. I would never have become a Christian if Mildred Studzman and Ray Beggs had not had a servant's heart

a. Mildrend Studzman had me, a sixth grader, over to her house for lunch

b. Ray Beggs, a college graduate and successful preacher came to visit the house of a 7th grader

c. I was not an attractive child brimming with potential

d. I didn't travel in their intellectual, social or economic circles

e. We were in different worlds, but they came into my world

38. Back in the 70's  Highland Street Church of Christ was in an uproar

a. I remember that there were complaints and people were upset

b. What was the problem?  It was converting university students

c. They didn't fit in with our notion of what Highlands Street Church of Christ should be

d. An amazing thing happened.  The leaders of the church put aside their pride

e. They decided that the University was a large unplanted field

f. If they didn't plant, evil would plant weeds

g. So they planted and watered.  The whole church became a University Church committed to planting and watering on the campus

h. God gave the greatest harvest the Highland Street Church of Christ has ever known

39. I will stand for the truth I've seen / So the truth is seen in me

a. I will give from the source of love / So that all that I believe is handed down

b. For the road that's yet to be traveled on / By the ones who will carry on

c. Red and yellow, black and white / They are precious in the Father's eyes

d. Like a father we may see / That they have their destiny

e. For the children of the world / Every single little boy and girl

