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Main Text:
“What causes wars, and what causes fighting among you?  Is it not your passions that are at war in your members?  You desire and do not have; so you kill.  And you covet and cannot obtain; so you fight and wage war.  You do not have, because you do not ask.  You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.  Unfaithful creatures! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?  Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.  Or do you suppose it is in vain that the scripture says, ‘He yearns jealously over the spirit which he has made to swell in us?’  But he gives more grace; therefore it says, ‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’  Submit yourselves therefore to god.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  Draw near to God and he will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you men of double mind.  Be wretched and mourn and weep.  Let your laughter be turned to mourning and you joy to dejection.  Humble yourselves before the Lord and he will exalt you.”  











James 4:1-10

1. My friend shook hands with US President Gerald Ford

a. For a week he went around offering to let us shake hands with the hand that shook the President

b. Then he told me he wasn’t going to wash the hand

c. I was no longer interested in shaking the hand of the hand that shook the President’s hand

2. Most people have a story about meeting a famous person

a. I know a woman who used to play at Graceland and met Elvis

b. Stanley Shipp told about meeting Mother Theresa

c. Friends of our attended Sunday school class with Jimmy Carter

3. I’m afraid I don’t have a great story

a. In the 3rd grade Jimmy Stewart spoke at our school, but we didn’t meet

b. At age 10 I saw John Fitzgerald Kennedy (JFK) speak at the court house, but I got no closer

c. Some of you probably have stories to tell

4. Moses may have the best story

a. He said, “I met with God, saw his back, heard his voice and was in his presence.”

b. I was on the mountain for 40 days and nights and came down with a glow on my face

c. People knew that I was with God and it frightened them

5. That’s quite a claim

a. Being with God is better than being with the President

b. Knowing God is better than knowing Jimmy Stewart

6. But the Bible makes a claim beyond this one

a. It is not that people like Moses get to meet with God

b. It is not that we can shake the hand of the hand that shook the hand of God

c. It is not that we listen to others tell of meeting with God

d. But the amazing claim of scripture is that we can all meet God

7. Listen to these

a. Exodus 2:23 – “I groaned under their bondage and cried out for help and God heard their groaning.”

b. Deuteronomy 4:7 – “For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is to us?”

c. 1 Samuel 7:9 – Samuel cried out to the Lord on Israel’s behalf and the Lord answered him

d. Psalm 3:4 – I cry aloud to the Lord and he answers me from his holy hill

e. John 1:1,14 – “The word was God and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”

8. Listen to how clear this is – James 4:8

a. God of all the universe will come to you, when you come to him

b. God of all power will move toward you, when you move toward him

9. We might wonder:  Can anybody do this?  Is God open to all of us?

a. Is it open to anybody?  Is it open to a person like me?

b. DON’T YOU HAVE TO BE religious…..trained?  Will God jus move next to anybody?

10. Listen to the description of the people who received this promise in James 4

a. Verse 1 – people fighting among themselves

b. Verse 2 – people whose passions are at war

c. Verse 2 – people who desire and do not have so they kill, people who covet and cannot obtain so they fight

d. Verse 3 – people who ask God for the wrong things for the wrong reasons

e. Verse 4 – unfaithful creatures seeking to be friends with both the world and with God

11. This is not the WHO’S WHO OF SPIRITUAL PEOPLE

a. These are people struggling with life

b. They don’t live like they could live

c. Their life is a mess

d. But the promise is made to them in verse 4:8

12. We must not press this text too far

a. Not everybody who draws near to God is met by God

b. Job 30:20 – “I cry to you but you do not answer me”

c. Jeremiah 7:16 – “Do not pray for these people and don’t intercede with me, for I do not hear you

d. James 4:6 – God opposes the proud, and gives grace to the humble

13. James tells us the circumstances under which we can meet God

a. James 4:7 – Submit yourselves to God and resist the devil

b. James 4:8b – Cleanse your hands and purify your hearts

c. James 4:9 – Mourn over your sins

d. James 4:10 – Humble yourself before God

14. All of that makes sense

a. God is God; creator of the universe, maker of all things, holy beyond imagination

b. He is powerful, mighty, beyond our meager limitations

c. There must be some conditions under which we meet him

15. But the fact remains: God is accessible

a. Call on him, he will answer

b. Draw near to him, he will draw near to you

c. This tells us a couple of things about God

16. # 1 – There is an immediacy about meeting God

a. He is available, free, open and ready

b. When we draw near to him, he draws near to us

c. God is available in a way that astounds us

17. Many things that we encounter are caught up in waiting, delays, and disappointments

a. When we were starting the downtown church, there was a waiting list to get into public housing which was 8 years

b. The car inspection station for the City of Memphis is near our house and yet the cars line up for blocks

c. Amusement parks have signs in waiting areas, “If you are standing next to this sing in a line, it is 90 minutes to the front

d. A couple of years ago I tried for 5 months then get a flight which I could use my frequent flier miles to a favorite destination

e. Restaurants often tell you that the wait will be up to an hour

18. But wait on the Lord is non existent

a. You don’t have to wait 8 years or que up behind a line of people

b. There is no sign that says in 90 minutes you’ll be next to talk to God

c. You don’t get the runaround for 5 months with notice that there are no available sets

d. With God there is immediate seating

19. David Ralston and I were talking to CW Bradley, a long time Memphis preacher

a. He started to talk about being a college student at Lipscomb in the 40’s

b. EH Ijams was president.  EH Ijams never pulled rank.

c. E H Ijams was easy to approach and you could walk with him on campus

d. He always had time for anybody who wanted to talk

e. There was no appointments necessary to see the president to the college

f. His door was always open.  He was accessible

20. This is not something that can be said of many people, especially those in significant positions

a. But hat’s what Jesus says about God

b. When you draw near to God, God is there ready, available and open

21. In a sense James 4:8 is a personal invitation

a. It is an invitation from God for you to come to him

b. He requests your presence, he bids you come, he solicits your coming

22. There are some people who we have a strong friendship with that we can ask them for anything

a. Marie and Red Banks served as surrogate grandparents when our boys were young

b. They said if you need anything just call

c. We had a sense hat they meant it

d. We often use their pool on hot summer days

e. When Sally Shank’s mother died, we borrowed their van to haul some of their things back to Memphis

f. It was a strong enough friendship that we felt we could ask

23. That’s the way God is

a. It you need to borrow God’s van, he’d let you 

b. If you wanted to bring the kids over to use his pool, he’d be okay

24. D. A. Carson suggested that God’s love is shown in 5 levels

a. Personal love for the Son and Holy Spirit

b. Providential Love for all he has created

c. Yearning love for the lost

d. Wooing love expressed in his grace

e. Relational love given to believers

25. James is likely talking about # 5 (Relational love given to believers)

a. But God’s love comes in many ways

b. Somewhere God is looking for each of us

26. `In many ways James is discussing friendship with God

a. James 4:4 urges us to do all we can to be his friend

b. It’s out of that friendship, that love for us, that relationship with us that he invites us

c. God is open and available

27. # 2 There is a graciousness in meeting God

a. Some people want ot meet with us but its not gracious

b. When the teacher calls us in after school or the boss calls us in and closes the door

c. We are not anxious for those kinds of meetings

28. As a teenager I word for Guy Stutzman in potato fields

a. One day another teen (Natan) and I were wrestling out in the fields

b. We were suppose to be working and Guy Stutzman told us not to wrestle

c. Suddenly a cloud of dust came and Guy Stutzman arrived in his pick up

d. Guy Stuzman drew near to us, but we didn’t necessarily want to draw near to him

e. I thought, I’m 15 and already been fired from my first job

f. But Guy Stutzman was gracious.  We didn’t’ get fired or docked pay, just a gentle warning

29. We may have some fear of meeting with God

a. We’ve been messing around when we should have been working

b. We didn’t really want to see a cloud of dust when God arrives

c. We just as soon kept our distance from God

30. James 4:8 implies that God is waiting on us

a. Rather than being angry and upset

b. He is patiently waiting till we have the time

c. He is not out to get us, he is out to help us

31. Larry Crabb is a Christian writer

a. He remembers as a young man being asked to lead a prayer at the Lord’s supper

b. He was nervous, worried and got confused

c. He prayed and thanked the father for dying on the cross, and praised Christ for raising the Holy Spirit from the grave

d. When he was done, he realized what he said and how wrong it was

e. He vowed he would never again speak in front of a group

f. At the end of the service he tried to avoid the church elders who wanted to correct his theology

g. But an older brother, Jim Dunbar, caught Larry Crabb before he could get away

h. He said, Larry I don’t want you to know that whatever you do for the Lord, I’m behind you 1,000 percent

32. We spend out lives avoiding God

a. We think he is going to yell at us

b. We don’t want to face the music

c. We dread being in his presence

33. But then God is like Jim Dunbar

a. He is for us, with us, beside us

b. He is patiently waiting for us to take the time

34. God knows how hard life can be

a. James 4:6 says, “because he knows how hard it is, he give us grace.”

b. We can’t even draw near to him without his help

35. In reality James 4:8 hides a different truth

a. Not simply that we draw near to him and he draws near to us

b. God has already made the first move

c. He has come close enough to us that we can move in his direction

d. If there’s 100 miles between you and God, God has come 100 mile and sits next to you

e. All you have to do is turn your head and draw near to him who is already there

36. James 1:16-18

a. Don’t’ Think you make 100 mile journey to God, don’t believe that

b. Every good thing in your life was put there by God

c. He is your won personal interior decorator

d. IT was his will to make you the ripe fruit on his tree

37. James 4:1-3 has two points

a. # 1 – We go after the wrong things in the right way

b. # 2 – We go after the right things in the wrong way

c. We also do that with God

38. James 4:8 – DOESN’T SAY….GRAB God and he will grab you

a. Latch on to God and he will latch on to you

b. Hold God so he doesn’t get away

39. This verse doesn’t’ let us possess God

a. We don’t buy him and keep him at home

b. We don’t; put him on rope so we can pull him in

c. Not one caught him once, don’t want to have to catch him again

d. We don’t take advantage of his accessibility

40. Listen to the text in James 4:8

a. We don’t have to buy, rope, possess, or latch on to him

b. We just have to draw near

